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MISSION STATEMENT 

“The Delegation for Friendship Among Women is a non-political organization that nurtures 
friendship between women from the U.S. and other countries and seeks nuanced 
understanding of women’s work and lives throughout the world. 

The Delegation accomplishes its mission primarily by self-funded study trips to countries where 
formal relations with the U.S. are often in transition. Delegates meet with a variety of notable 
women with whom we exchange ideas and solutions, as well as links to relevant resources. 
Upon returning to the United States, Delegation members continue the purposeful dialogue 
with the women abroad and share knowledge and insights with other U.S. citizens through 
speeches and articles." 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK  
 

 
Kim Harms, President 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
First of all I would like to thank you all for the beautiful flowers and words of support sent to me 
after the death of my husband Jim on August 8th.  They were very comforting and greatly 
appreciated. 
 
As we proceed to redefine ourselves with the limited travel opportunities due to COVID 19, the 
Board of Directors would like to solicit ideas from our Delegates as to how to advance our mission 
of bringing friendship and support to women around the world. With such a diverse group of 
women, we are hoping for a wide range of ideas!  Please note that we are still committed to 
continue our travel efforts and meet face-to-face, as soon as it is safe to do so. We hope to 
reschedule our trip to Peru soon.  I will keep you posted. 
 
Our first webinar was a hit thanks to great panelists, Delegate support and our first Moderator, 
Darlene Miller.  I am working as I write this to get a Youtube Channel for the Delegation so that 
we can post the webinars.  I am definitely technically challenged, but I am learning and will keep 
you posted.  Our next webinar will be focused on the topic of Domestic Violence, particularly 
during the COVID 19 isolation, and it will be hosted by Delegate and Board Member, Dr. Carolyn 
Moats.  
 
As we begin this new chapter of virtual communication, we realize that we need some help in 
managing our webpage.   
 
We are looking for volunteers.  Please contact me at rkim@pinelakelawfirm.com if you would 
like to help manage our webpage.  The Board would greatly appreciate the assistance.  
 
Have an amazing Fall; and once again, thank you for your help and support. 
 
Kimberly Harms 
President, Delegation for Friendship Among Women  
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DELEGATE PROFILES 

 
Linda L. Hoeschler 

Delegate & Former President 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Linda is a New York native and has been a St. Paul resident 
for the past five decades.  She has enjoyed a business and 
non-profit management career centered on the 
turnaround, building and management of organizations. 

From May 1991 through July 2003, she was Executive 
Director of the St. Paul-based American Composers Forum, 
which she led from its position as a small regional 
organization to become a nationally significant arts leader. 

Prior to joining the Forum, Linda worked for 14 years in the 
corporate sector, including roles as Vice President of the 
Dayton Hudson (now Target) Corporation, group Vice 
President of National Computer Systems, and President of 
Landmark Investors, Ltd. 

From 1976 to 1977, she directed the Minnesota Governor’s Commission on the Arts, and for the 
seven previous years she worked as writer, editor and arts critic for several Twin Cities’ 
newspapers and magazines. 
 
National Computer Systems, and President of Landmark Investors, Ltd. 
 
Linda currently serves as trustee of the Ascendium Education Group, St. John’s University, 
Regions Hospital Foundation, and the Hampsong Foundation.  She also chairs the PBS Undertold 
Stories Project advisory board at the University of St. Thomas.  
 
Linda has served on several business and many charitable boards over the years.  Her past board 
memberships, where she held many leadership positions, include Minnesota Governor’s 
Commission on Education, North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, and the National 
Education Policy Information Center, Minnesota Women’s Economic Roundtable, Lark String 
Quartet, American Council for the Arts, Jerome Foundation, Milkweed Editions, Northwest Area 
Foundation, Collegeville Institute, Chamber Music America, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Ordway 
Music Theatre, Minnesota Dance Theater, VocalEssence, Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies, 
Landmark Center, Dodge Nature Center, Madison Council of the Library of Congress, United 
Theological Seminary, University of St. Thomas, and Opus College of Business. She was also a 
company board member of Personnel Decisions Research, Inc. and the Gift Certificate Company. 
 
Linda is an honors graduate of Barnard College and was a Herbert Lehman Fellow at the New 
School University where she received her M.A. with highest honors.  She was awarded Doctor of 
Humane Letters degrees by St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota and by the University 
of St. Thomas in St. Paul. She and her husband of 53 years, John (Jack) Hoeschler, have two 
children, Kristen Hoeschler O’Brien and Frederick Reeves Hoeschler, and two grandsons. 
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Carol L. Heen, PhD, Delegate 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Carol is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with 
advanced degrees in Music History, Musicology, and 
American Studies.  Her career in arts and non-profit 
administration included years with the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra and the American Composers forum as well as 
faculty roles at the graduate and undergraduate levels.  In 
addition to music subjects, she has taught board 
governance and strategic planning, a natural result of her 
service and training for many non-profit boards.  Currently, 
she is on the advisory board for The Undertold Stories 
Project seen regularly on the PBS Newshour.  Carol is an 
active business owner of Heen Century Farms, a family 
business since 1871. 
 
Carol’s support for the mission of The Delegation and her 
service on the Board come directly from her strong 
interests in travel, leadership, women’s issues and 
education. 

 
 

 

PERU 
More books and films 

 

The books below are available through Amazon, BUT I was rightfully reminded that there are 
many small, independent bookstores that would also gladly find them for you.  Thank you 
Diane for reminding me. 
 

The books/films that I have previously listed follow these new entries in smaller print. 

Weaving in the Peruvian Highlands : Dreaming Patterns, Weaving Memories  
by Nilda Callanaupa Alvarez 

 

 

A richly illustrated look at Andean weaving, which embodies the living 
history and culture of the Peruvian highlands, this guide extensively 
catalogs many of the intricate patterns found in traditional Peruvian 
textiles. Exploring the personal histories of the Quechua people who 
sustain this tradition, it examines how they weave extraordinary 
amounts of cloth on simple back strap looms just as their forebears 
have done for thousands of years to make clothing, rugs, bedcovers, 
potato sacks, hunting slings, and sacrificial fabrics for both their villages 
and for interested tourists. How pattern names such as Meandering 
River or Lake With Flowers relate to the geography and history of the 
region is also discussed, as is how the traditional natural materials and 
colors enhance the value of the work. 
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Moving Away from Silence : Music of the Peruvian Altiplano and the Experience of Urban 
Migration by Thomas Turino 
 

 

Increasingly popular in the United States and Europe, Andean 
panpipe and flute music draws its vitality from the traditions of 
rural highland villages and of rural migrants who have settled in 
Andean cities. In Moving Away from Silence, Thomas Turino 
describes panpipe and flute traditions in the context of this rural-
urban migration and the turbulent politics that have influenced 
Peruvian society and local identities throughout this century. 
Turino's ethnography is the first large-scale study to concentrate 
on the pervasive effects of migration on Andean people and their 
music. Turino uses the musical traditions of Conima, Peru as a 
unifying thread, tracing them through the varying lives of 
Conimeos in different locales.  

He reveals how music both sustains and creates meaning for a people struggling amid the 
dramatic social upheavals of contemporary Peru. Moving Away from Silence contains detailed 
interpretations based on comparative field research of Conimeo musical performance, 
rehearsals, composition, and festivals in the highlands and Lima. The volume will be of great 
importance to students of Latin American music and culture as well as ethnomusicological and 
ethnographic theory and method. 
 

Ayahuasca Visions: The Religious Iconography of a Peruvian Shaman Paperback 
April 28, 1999 by Pablo Amaringo (Author), Luis Luna (Author) 

 

 

 
The mythologies and cosmology of Amazonian 
shamanism materialize in fantastic color and 
style in this unique, large-format volume, 
representing the fruit of several years of 
collaboration between a Peruvian folk 
artist/shaman and a Colombian 
anthropologist/filmmaker. 
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Previously listed:   
 

Eight Feet in the Andes: Travels with a Mule in Unknown Peru  
by Dervla Murphy 

 

Dervla Murphy travels the length of Peru with her 9-year-old daughter and a 
mule named Juana, from Cajamaraca, in the north, over 1,300 miles to Cuzco. 
The stunning mountain scenery is described in vivid detail, and this is a 
humorous and generous-spirited book containing plenty of nuggets of 
Peruvian culture, as well as the indomitable spirit of this slightly mad Irish 
woman and her adaptable and enthusiastic daughter.  

 
  Cloud Road: A Journey Through the Inca Heartland by John Harrison  
Author John Harrison spent 5 months walking through a country you won’t 
find on any map - the Andean nation. Living at over 10,000 feet for most of 
the trip, Harrison travels along the Camino Real, or Royal Road, hand built by 
the Incas over 500 years ago. Following some of the most difficult and 
dangerous terrain in South America, his journey brings him to the most 
magical Inca site of all; Machu Picchu. This is great travel writing, full of 
interesting facts about Peru and the Incas.  

 
The Devil and Mr Casement: One Man's Struggle for Human Rights in South 
America's Heart of Darkness by Jordan Goodman  
Fresh from documenting the terrible atrocities committed by King Leopold in 
the Congo, human rights activist and anti-imperialist, Roger Casement, 
travelled to Peru in 1910 to investigate reports of human rights abuse in the 
rubber industry. Casement’s findings, of tens of thousands of Indians dying to 
produce rubber, sent shockwaves around the world in 1912, but were soon 
overshadowed by World War One and largely forgotten. Jordan Goodman 
brings to light this story of corporate greed and colonial exploitation in this 
shameful episode of history. 

 

 
Death in the Andes by Mario Vargas Llosa 
Hailed by many as Peru's best novelist, this story by Vargas Llosa centers on a 
series of disappearances of workers in a remote part of the Peruvian Andes. 
The story takes in themes of worker exploitation, supernatural myths and the 
Shining Path guerrilla group. 

 

 
Film:  When Two Worlds Collide 
Based on the revolutionary theme, Netflix is currently showing the excellent 
documentary When Two Worlds Collide. This chronicles the bitter fight 
between indigenous tribes and government-supported business interests in 
the Peruvian Amazon, as the government seeks to open the region up to 
mining, drilling and logging interests. Much of the film features on the ground 
footage taken by both sides of the violent conflict. 
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The four below are by Mario Vargas Llosa: 

• Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter (Penguin, 1995) 
One of Vargas’ most popular works, but it's without the heft of others.  From Amazon, “Mario 
Vargas Llosa's brilliant, multilayered novel is set in the Lima, Peru, of the author's youth, where a 
young student named Marito is toiling away in the news department of a local radio station. His 
young life is disrupted by two arrivals.  The first is his aunt Julia, recently divorced and thirteen 
years older, with whom he begins a secret affair. The second is a manic radio scriptwriter named 
Pedro Camacho, whose racy, vituperative soap operas are holding the city's listeners in thrall. 
Pedro chooses young Marito to be his confidant as he slowly goes insane.  Interweaving the story 
of Marito's life with the ever-more-fevered tales of Pedro Camacho, Vargas Llosa's novel is 
hilarious, mischievous, and masterful, a classic named one of the best books of the year by the 
New York Times Book Review.” 

• The Real Life of Alejandro Mayta (Noonday Press, 1998) 
A dense meditation on Peruvian and South American revolutionary politics that blurs the lines 
between truth and fiction.  From Amazon, “The Real Life of Alejandro Mayta is an astute 
psychological portrait of a modern revolutionary and a searching account of an old friend's 
struggle to understand him. First published in English in 1986, the novel probes the long and 
checkered history of radical politics in Latin America.” 

 
• The Feast of the Goat (Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2001) 

About the Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo, made the year-end best lists of many critics in 2001.  
From Amazon, “Haunted all her life by feelings of terror and emptiness, forty-nine-year-old 
Urania Cabral returns to her native Dominican Republic - and finds herself reliving the events of 
l961, when the capital was still called Trujillo City and one old man terrorized a nation of three 
million. Rafael Trujillo, the depraved ailing dictator whom Dominicans call the Goat, controls his 
inner circle with a combination of violence and blackmail. In Trujillo's gaudy palace, treachery and 
cowardice have become a way of life. But Trujillo's grasp is slipping. There is a conspiracy against 
him, and a Machiavellian revolution already underway that will have bloody consequences of its 
own. In this 'masterpiece of Latin American and world literature, and one of the finest political 
novels ever written' (Bookforum), Mario Vargas Llosa recounts the end of a regime and the birth 
of a terrible democracy, giving voice to the historical Trujillo and the victims, both innocent and 
complicit, drawn into his deadly orbit.” 

 
• In Praise of the Stepmother (Penguin, 1991) 

A surprising and beautifully illustrated book showing another side of the author in this small erotic 
gem.  From Amazon, ”With meticulous observation and the seductive skill of a great storyteller, 
Vargas Llosa lures the reader into the shadow of perversion that, little by little, darkens the 
extraordinary happiness and harmony of his characters. The mysterious nature of happiness and 
above all, the corrupting power of innocence are the themes that underlie these pages, and the 
author has perfectly met the demands of the erotic novel, never dimming for an instant the fine 
poetic polish of his writing.” 

 
________________________________ 
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Covid 19:  Cases Overview 

From Wikipedia, 3:50pm, October 3, 2020 

 
 

PERU 
 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
822,000 696,000 32,609 

 
WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
34.7 million 24.1 million 1.03 million 

 
______________________ 

ON THE WEB 

Delegation Facebook Page, Caroline Olstad, Delegate     
https://www.facebook.com/TheDelegationForFriendshipAmongWomen/ 
Caroline asks that if you have photos or videos or anything else you would like to share, please 
send them her way.  She also asks that you send any suggestions for other organizations that The 
Delegation can “like” to her as well.  She will be updating the Facebook page periodically. 
caroline.e.olstad@gmail.com 
 
Delegation Website, Jessica Remoloma, Webmaster) 
www.friendshipamongwomen.org 
Member password:  women67 
See interesting history over the past decades including countries we’ve visited, friendships we’ve 
made and photos from the many Delegation trips and accomplishments.  
 

______________________ 

 
DONATION OPPORTUNITIES  

We realize that not everyone is able to accompany The Delegation on any particular trip.  
However, we all still have the opportunity to make a difference in the many lives affected in 
countries The Delegation visits by making a donation.  Such contributions allow all Delegates the 
opportunity to participate in our efforts.  Since The Delegation is a 501c3 nonprofit organization, 
you can share your generosity by making a tax-deductible donation.  We encourage everyone to 
join in and help make deeply needed improvements in all the countries we visit.   
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To donate, please send a check made out to The Delegation for Friendship Among Women, 
noting on the check which project you wish as a recipient.  Donations should be mailed to:  

Diane Dunning, Treasurer 
300 Lewis Lane 

Ambler, Pa. 19002 

You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.  Thanks for your help!!  

Did you know that you can use Amazon Smile when you purchase from Amazon?  This program 
allows you to donate a percentage of Amazon purchases to a designated non-profit (501c3) 
organization.  It does not apply to all purchases   All you have to do is click on “Amazon Smile” 
which appears when you check out.  Click on “choose a charity”, and a dropdown box will 
appear or you can type in the Delegation for Friendship Among Women, and it will populate. 
The Delegation is on their list of charities. 

 
 

DELEGATION TRIP UPDATES   

ARMENIA 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 

From Wikipedia, 3:50pm, October 3, 2020 

 
 

ARMENIA 
 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
51,382 44,406 966 

 
WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
34.7 million 24.1 million 1.03 million 

_______________ 
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Nagorno-Karabakh: Fresh fighting erupts dashing ceasefire 
efforts 
From Aljazeera, October 3, 2020 

Armenian prime minister says his country faces ‘decisive moment’ as fighting between 
Armenian and Azeri forces intensifies in Nagorno-Karabakh. 

 

Nagorno-Karabakh is a breakaway region inside Azerbaijan but run by ethnic Armenians and 
backed by Armenia [Defense Ministry of Armenia via Reuters] 

Armenian and Azerbaijani forces have been engaged in intense fighting over the breakaway 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, scuttling diplomatic efforts to reach a ceasefire to end the latest 
conflict that has killed hundreds of people. 
 
Shushan Stepanyan, spokeswoman for the Armenian defense ministry, said on Saturday that 
Azerbaijan had launched a new large-scale offensive, which was repelled by Armenia-backed 
forces who then launched a counter-push. “Heavy fighting is ongoing on other flanks,” she wrote 
on Facebook. 
 
Meanwhile, Azerbaijan’s defense ministry said its troops had destroyed a large amount of military 
equipment belonging to the Armenian military. “During the present day, the troops of the 
Azerbaijani army, successfully advancing in the intended directions, took possession of new 
strongholds and carried out a clean-up of the territory from the enemy,” the ministry said early 
on Saturday. 
 
Nagorno-Karabakh is controlled by ethnic Armenians backed by Armenia and has been the 
subject of several United Nations resolutions calling for an end to the occupation of Azeri lands. 
The leader of the breakaway province, Arayik Harutyunyan, said he was heading to the front and 
that the “final battle” for the region had begun, while Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
said his nation was facing a historic threat. 
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“We are facing possibly the most decisive moment in our millennia-old history,” Pashinyan said 
in an address to the nation on Saturday. “We all must dedicate ourselves to a singular goal: 
Victory.” 
 
World powers have been calling for a ceasefire since Sunday when fighting over the region, which 
is officially part of Azerbaijan, broke out. 
 
On Friday, Armenia’s foreign ministry said it was prepared to work with international mediators 
France, Russia and the United States to reach a ceasefire with Azerbaijan. While the three 
countries called for an end to hostilities, Turkey has staunchly supported its ally Azerbaijan and 
has repeated that what it called Armenian “occupiers” must withdraw. “Superficial demands for 
an immediate end to hostilities and a permanent ceasefire will not be useful this time,” Mevlut 
Cavusoglu, Turkey’s foreign minister, was quoted as saying by Turkish state-run Anadolu news 
agency. 
 
Both Azerbaijan and Turkey have repeatedly denied the involvement of Turkish forces in the 
fighting, as well as assertions by Armenia, Russia and France that Syrian rebels are fighting on the 
Azeri side. 
 
Azerbaijan has also hit back, saying ethnic Armenians from the diaspora had been deployed or 
were on their way to operate as “foreign terrorist fighters” on the ethnic Armenian side. 
 
‘Mood darkens’ 
Armenian sources have put the death toll from fighting in the region, where about 145,000 
people live, at more than 200, while Azerbaijan most recently said that 19 civilians had been killed 
and 60 wounded. 
 
Al Jazeera’s Bernard Smith reporting from Stepanakert, the main city in Nagorno-Karabakh, said 
“the mood has darkened considerably over the last 24 hours.” 
 
“That is because the city has been hit twice now with a series of attacks of large scale weaponry 
in two episodes, and that is the first time that this has happened here since the war ended in 
1994,” he said. “We’ve seen more women and children trying to leave the town and more 
civilians sheltering in bunkers.” 
 
Meanwhile, Al Jazeera’s Sinem Koseoglu, reporting from the Azerbaijani town of Barda, said 
people displaced by the fighting were sheltering in public buildings such as schools. “There are 
no places where they can stay; this is why most of the public buildings are spared for the 
internally displaced,” she said. “[Up to] five families sharing one room, sharing one bathroom; 
they are saying they didn’t have anything with them, except for the clothes and their shoes, and 
they are waiting to go back when the attacks finish.” 
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‘More troops into the conflict area’ 
In an interview with Al Jazeera, Pashinyan said Armenia is the guarantor of security in Nagorno-
Karabakh. 
 
“Azerbaijan launched a direct attack on Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia has certain obligations 
to provide the security for the region,” the prime minister said. 
 
“The September 27 Azerbaijan offensive began with shelling of civilian settlements and this is a 
fact we need to acknowledge. When there is an attack, the very first task is to protect from that 
aggression after which only it is possible to talk about negotiations.” 
 
For his part, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev said Armenia has not been interested in peace 
for the past three decades, after ethnic tensions increased following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 
 
“They want to occupy our lands forever,” he told Al Jazeera’s Koseoglu. “If Armenia 
demonstrated goodwill and acted in compliance with many international resolutions, the conflict 
would have been resolved long ago.” 
 
Azerbaijan and Armenia previously fought a war over Nagorno-Karabakh in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s as they transitioned into independent countries amid the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 
 
The war, which ended with a fragile peace treaty in 1994, is estimated to have killed tens of 
thousands of people, including more than a thousand civilians.  Armenia says it was Azerbaijan 
that reopened the conflict by launching a major offensive on September 27, while Baku says it 
was forced to respond to provocations by the other side. 

Source: Al Jazeera and News agencies 

______________________ 
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From the BBC, September 28, 2020 
 

Armenia-Azerbaijan: What's behind the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict? 

 
image copyright Getty Images 

Up to a million people were displaced by the war in the early 1990s 

Fighting has erupted once more between Armenia and Azerbaijan, two former Soviet Union 
republics in the Caucasus region. 
 
At the heart of the decades-old conflict is the Nagorno-Karabakh region. It is recognized as part 
of Azerbaijan, but it is controlled by ethnic Armenians.  The countries fought a bloody war over 
the region in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Although they declared a ceasefire, they have never 
managed to agree a peace treaty. 
 
The story in 100 words 
Nagorno-Karabakh is part of Azerbaijan, but its population is majority Armenian. As the Soviet 
Union saw increasing tensions in its constituent republics in the 1980s, Nagorno-Karabakh voted 
to become part of Armenia - sparking a war which stopped with a ceasefire in 1994.  
Since then, Nagorno-Karabakh has remained part of Azerbaijan, but is controlled by separatist 
ethnic Armenians backed by the Armenian government. Negotiations over decades, mediated by 
international powers, have never resulted in a peace treaty. 
Armenia is majority Christian while oil-rich Azerbaijan is majority Muslim. Turkey has close ties 
to Azerbaijan, while Russia is allied with Armenia - although it also has good relations with 
Azerbaijan. 
 
The story in 500 words 
The Caucasus are a strategically important mountainous region in south-east Europe. For 
centuries, different powers in the region - both Christian and Muslim - have vied for control there.  
 
Modern-day Armenia and Azerbaijan both became part of the Soviet Union when it was formed 
in the 1920s. Nagorno-Karabakh was an ethnic-majority Armenian region, but the Soviets gave 
control over the area to Azerbaijan authorities. 
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The Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh made several calls to be transferred to Armenian authority 
control in the following decades. But it was only as the Soviet Union began to collapse in the late 
1980s that Nagorno-Karabakh's regional parliament officially voted to become part of Armenia. 
 
Azerbaijan sought to suppress the separatist movement, while Armenia backed it. This led to 
ethnic clashes; and after Armenia and Azerbaijan declared independence from Moscow - a full 
scale war.  

 
image copyright AFP 

Armenian forces drove out Azerbaijani troops from Nagorno-Karabakh in the 1990s 
 
Tens of thousands died and up to a million were displaced amid reports of ethnic cleansing and 
massacres committed by both sides. 
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Armenian forces gained control of Nagorno-Karabakh before a Russian-brokered ceasefire was 
declared in 1994. After that deal, Nagorno-Karabakh remained part of Azerbaijan, but since then 
has mostly been governed by a separatist, self-declared republic, run by ethnic Armenians and 
backed by the Armenian government. 
 
It also established the Nagorno-Karabakh Line of Contact, separating Armenian and Azerbaijan 
forces. 
 

 
image copyright Getty Images 

The dispute still generates protests and anger in both countries 
 

Peace talks have taken place since then mediated by the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group - a body set up in 1992 and chaired by France, Russia 
and the United States.  
 

But so far a peace treaty has not been signed. Clashes have continued throughout the past three 
decades, with the last serious flare up in 2016, when dozens of troops on both sides died. 
The conflict is further complicated by geopolitics. Nato member-state Turkey was the first nation 
to recognise Azerbaijan's independence in 1991. Former Azeri President Heydar Aliyev once 
described the two as "one nation with two states". Both share a Turkic culture and populations, 
and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has pledged his nation's support for Azerbaijan. 
 

Moreover, Turkey has no official relations with Armenia. In 1993 Turkey shut its border with 
Armenia in support of Azerbaijan during the war over Nagorno-Karabakh. 
 

 
image copyright Getty Images 

Though a ceasefire was signed in 1994, there has been no peace treaty 
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Armenia meanwhile has good relations with Russia. There is a Russian military base in Armenia, 
and both are members of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) military alliance. 
However, President Vladimir Putin also has good relations with Azerbaijan, and Moscow has 
called for a ceasefire.  
 
In 2018, Armenia underwent a peaceful revolution, sweeping long-time ruler Serzh Sargysan from 
power. Protest leader Nikol Pashinyan became the prime minister after free elections that year. 
 
Mr Pashinyan agreed with Azerbaijan's President Ilham Aliyev to de-escalate tensions and set up 
the first military hotline between the two countries. In 2019, both nations issued a statement 
declaring the need for "taking concrete measures to prepare the populations for peace". 
 
As yet however, nothing has come of those words. It is unclear which nations started the latest 
violence but tensions have been high for months, since clashes in July left casualties on both 
sides. 
 

And from another source… 
 
From Aljazeera, September 27, 2020 
 

Nagorno-Karabakh dispute: Armenia, Azerbaijan standoff 
explained 

Decades-old tensions erupt again into heavy clashes, prompting fears of an all-out conflict. 

 
 
The contested Nagorno-Karabakh region, a mountainous and heavily-forested patch of land, is at 
the heart of a decades-long armed standoff between neighbours Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
Under international law, Nagorno-Karabakh is recognised as part of Azerbaijan. But the ethnic 
Armenians who make up the vast majority of the population reject Azerbaijani rule. They have 
been running their own affairs, with support from Armenia, since Azerbaijan’s forces were 



 

18 
 

pushed out in a war in the 1990s.  On Sunday, heavy clashes in Nagorno-Karabakh prompted 
fears that the dispute could spiral once again into all-out war. 
 
Decades-old tensions 
The status of the region has been disputed at least since 1918, when Armenia and Azerbaijan 
became independent from the Russian empire.  In the early 1920s, Soviet rule was imposed in 
the south Caucasus and the predominantly Armenian-populated Nagorno-Karabakh became an 
autonomous region within the then-Soviet republic of Azerbaijan, with most decisions being 
made in Moscow. 
 
But decades later, as the Soviet Union started to crumble, it became apparent that Nagorno-
Karabakh would come under the direct rule of the government in the Azerbaijani capital, Baku. 
The ethnic Armenians did not accept that. 
 
In 1988, the Nagorno-Karabakh legislature voted to join the Armenian republic, a demand 
strongly opposed by both the Azerbaijani Soviet government and Moscow.  After the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991, Yerevan-backed Armenian separatists seized the territory, home to a 
significant Azerbaijani minority, as well as seven adjacent Azerbaijani districts. 
 
At least 30,000 people were killed and hundreds of thousands were forced from their homes in 
the fighting. 
Despite an internationally-brokered ceasefire agreed in 1994, peace negotiations have stalled 
and clashes erupt frequently around Nagorno-Karabakh and along the Azerbaijan-Armenia 
border.   
 
In April 2016, dozens of people from both sides were killed in the most serious fighting in 
Nagorno-Karabakh in years. The latest clashes on Sunday also left both sides with casualties, 
including civilians.  They follow a flare-up along the Azerbaijan-Armenia border in July, which 
killed at least 17 soldiers from both sides. 
 
The long-running conflict has concerned the international community in part because of its threat 
to stability in a region that serves as a corridor for pipelines taking oil and gas to world markets. 
 
Source: Al Jazeera, News Agencies 

____________________________ 
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THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 

From Wikipedia, 3:50pm, October 3, 2020 

 
THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

7,564 3,992 48 
 

WORLDWIDE 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

34.7 million 24.1 million 1.03 million 
__________________ 

 
 
 
From Georgia Today, October 3, 2020 by Ana Dumbadze  
 

Georgian President: EU Must Use Its Resources to 
Establish Peace in the Region  
 

 

The President of Georgia Salome Zurabishvili, on behalf of the Georgian society, expressed her 
deepest condolences over the casualties caused by the conflict between the two neighboring 
countries, Armenia and Azerbaijan.  
 
After attending today's meeting of the National Security Council of Georgia, she addressed the 
presidents and authorities of the two countries and called for a speedy resumption of dialogue, 
de-escalation and a ceasefire. 
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"I would like to appeal to the presidents and authorities of our two friends and neighboring 
countries, Armenia and Azerbaijan, to resume dialogue as soon as possible. I would like to call for 
de-escalation and ceasefire," Zurabishvili stated at the briefing held after the session of the 
National Security Council. 
 
She once again highlighted the Georgian side's readiness to host a meeting of the representatives 
of the parties involved in the conflict in Tbilisi if necessary, in order to facilitate the resolution of 
the situation. 
 
"As the President of Georgia, and on behalf of the entire Georgian society, I would like to express 
my deepest condolences for the casualties left by the conflict between our neighboring countries. 
I would like to appeal to the presidents and authorities of our two friends and neighboring 
countries to resume dialogue as soon as possible. I would like to call for de-escalation and 
ceasefire. It is in the common interest for all three countries to restore stability, peace and the 
enormous economic role of this region in the world. This is our common achievement and we 
must take care of it together. I would also like to address the Minsk Group, which also has a 
special responsibility in this process and its co-chairs. I would like to reiterate that we are ready 
to make Tbilisi a place for holding any negotiations. We are ready for anything that will be 
desirable for the parties," she emphasized. 
 
The president further noted that the EU must use its resources to establish peace and de-escalate 
the current situation. 
 
"I would also like to address the European Union: we, all three countries in the region, are Eastern 
partners. If the neighborhood matters and I am sure it does, since our stability and peace is also 
in the interest of the EU, it must also use its resources to achieve peace and de-escalation of this 
situation. This is the common goal of all three countries and nothing is more precious to our 
citizens than peace and stability," Salome Zurabishvili said. 
 
Today, a session of the National Security Council of Georgia was held in connection with another 
military confrontation and the current situation between the neighboring Republics of Azerbaijan 
and Armenia (story below).  The session discussed the serious situation caused by the conflict, 
which, unfortunately, has already resulted in casualties, and the escalation of the situation will 
have a drastic negative impact on the security of the region.  In a special statement released after 
the sitting, the Georgian side reaffirms its readiness to facilitate the resolution of the situation in 
any way possible. 
 

_________________________ 
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From Georgia Today, October 3, 2020 by Ana Dumbadze  
 

Georgia's National Security Council Holds Session 
Regarding Karabakh Conflict 

 

A session of the National Security Council of Georgia was held in connection with another military 
confrontation and the current situation between the neighboring Republics of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. 
 
The session discussed the serious situation caused by the conflict, which, unfortunately, has 
already resulted in casualties, and the escalation of the situation will have a drastic negative 
impact on the security of the region. 
 
In a special statement released after the sitting, the Georgian side reaffirms its readiness to 
facilitate the resolution of the situation in any way possible, including, if necessary, to host a 
meeting of the representatives of the parties involved in the conflict in Tbilisi. 
 
"We once again call on the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs and international actors to take all 
measures to end the violence and resume dialogue. 
 
"Georgia's good neighborly relations are connected with both Azerbaijan and Armenia. Our task 
is to maintain and further strengthen these relationships. 
 
"In Georgia, we have always been proud of the peaceful coexistence of Georgians with different 
nationalities, including Azerbaijanis and Armenians, which is our common achievement that 
needs to be cared about and jointly nurtured. 
 
"We should not allow that amid the crisis situation between Azerbaijan and Armenia, certain 
destructive elements, both inside and outside Georgia, cast shadow to our friendship and historic 
experience. 
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"Taking this into consideration, the Georgian side once again confirms its readiness to contribute 
to defusing the tension in any format, including through a dialog and hosting representatives of 
sides of the conflict in Tbilisi. 
 
"For many years, the Georgian side has met and continues to fulfill its international obligations, 
including to neighboring countries - Azerbaijan and Armenia. In particular, the transit function of 
Georgia is an important factor for the functioning and development of the economy of both 
countries; which naturally is also in the interests of Georgia. 
 
"Today, civil shipments are carried out through Georgia in transit regime uninterruptedly and 
safely including in direction of Azerbaijan and Armenia. The intensity of shipments is high and this 
figure has not changed since the resumption of the military conflict. 
 
"It should be noted that from the moment of escalation of the conflict, no restrictions have been 
imposed by the Georgian side on civil air shipments and no restrictions will be imposed.  Also, due 
to the ongoing military activities between Azerbaijan and Armenia, the Georgian government 
temporarily suspended the issuance of permits across its territory on a shipment of military cargo 
through its land and air routes in direction of both countries. The sides were informed about this 
decision. 
 
"In connection with any other international transit shipments, the Georgian side fully fulfills its 
international obligations. 
 
"Our common interest is to quickly end the military confrontation and restore peace in the 
region," reads the statement of the National Security Council of Georgia. 
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MONGOLIA 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 

From Wikipedia, 3:50pm, October 3, 2020 

 
MONGOLIA 

 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

313 307 0 
 

WORLDWIDE 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

34.7 million 24.1 million 1.03 million 

____________________ 

Cathi Smith forwarded the following article which appeared in SBS (Special Broadcasting 
Service) News, September 14, 2020. 

Amid suicide and threats to their language, ethnic Mongolians 
in Australia cautiously speak out 

 
Jiranhuar Jiranhuar migrated to Melbourne, Australia from Inner Mongolia in 2010. Source: SBS News 

____________________________ 

In the autonomous region of Inner Mongolia in China, a move to reduce teaching in the 
Mongolian language in favour of Mandarin has led to rare mass protests and concern among the 
Mongolian diaspora in Australia.  By Lin Evlin 

It started as thousands of parents, grandparents, and teachers peacefully signing petitions with 
their fingerprints, stamped in red, voicing their opposition to a new language policy when it was 
first flagged in late August.  
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But it soon turned into rare large gatherings outside schools, with people chanting protest 
slogans and singing when the semester recommenced at the start of this month. 
 
In Inner Mongolia, an autonomous region in China, it has been mandated that three subjects - 
morality and law (politics), history, and literature - be taught in Mandarin, China's official 
language, over a staggered three-year period using state compiled textbooks. 
 
The outcry over the policy sparked a swift clampdown by the region's authorities, who have 
moved to delete social media posts of those criticizing it and arrest those involved in the 
protests.   

 
A petition signed by parents and teachers 

 
The Southern Mongolian Human Rights Information Centre in New York has accused the Chinese 
government of trying to destroy Mongolian culture and estimated 4,000 to 5,000 people had 
been put into some kind of police custody during three weeks of protests. It also claimed nine 
people had suicided in protest over the language changes. 
 
Christian Sorace, assistant professor of political science at Colorado College, described the 
current situation as a "deadlock".  
 
“Where Mongolian parents have not sent their children to school, local public security bureaus 
have reacted by disseminating photos of people protesting and using a carrot and stick 
approach,” he told SBS News.   
 
Concerns among community 
Many people from the Mongolian diaspora living in Australia who SBS News approached 
expressed concerns about what was happening to the region but declined to be interviewed 
citing security concerns for their family still living in Inner Mongolia.   
 
But Melbourne-based Jiranhuar Jiranhuar, who migrated to Australia from Inner Mongolia in 
2010, shared the sadness she was feeling.  
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The Mongolian language is "part of our identity", she said, adding that because of its minority 
status, she feels an additional desire to hold onto it.  
 

 
Mongolian characters will be replaced by Chinese characters in Mongolian textbooks. 

 
"I feel extremely sad [to hear what is happening in Inner Mongolia], it affects my everyday life, I 
can't sleep or eat well because I know how important it is for us. 
 
"If we naturally lose our language, that's fine, we take it, but this is the start of man-made 
genocide of our culture, it's very sad."  
 
She also fears the new directive will accelerate the assimilation of Mongolians into Chinese 
culture, she said.  
 
Prior to the recent changes, Mongolian-language education had been allowed a degree of 
freedom not seen in the more restive minority regions of Tibet and Xinjiang. In those regions, 
Tibetan and Uighur language education became increasingly restricted from the early 2000s.  
 

 

Baatar (an ethnic Mongolian, currently living in Australia on a temporary visa); who is also from 
Inner Mongolia and in Australia on a temporary visa, agreed to speak on the condition of 
anonymity after receiving threats.  
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"A few weeks ago, I received a threatening call from Chinese local authorities. They said if I speak 
about the issues in Inner Mongolia openly, say on social media, that I will be withdrawn from 
Australia," he said.   
 
He too said many of his relatives had been subject to warnings and threats from local authorities 
in efforts to force students back into the classroom.  
 

 
Mandarin now the most common language on Sydney streets after English. 

"Because of the intense pressure in the last few days, I heard many of my extended relatives and 
people I keep in contact with on social media have sent students back to class," he said. 
"Our culture and language is the last thing that can define us as Mongolian. I am very sad about 
that because if the children in the school are not taught in Mongolian for some of the key 
subjects, and can only learn mother tongue treated as a foreign language, their language skills 
will deteriorate in foreseeable future - so it's going to be a huge loss."  
 
Though China's constitution guarantees the country's ethnic minorities the "freedom to use and 
develop their own spoken and written languages", those protesting the shift say the new policies 
violate such promises.  
 
Canberra-based sociolinguistics scholar Dr Gegentuul Baioud said the fears of those in Australia's 
diaspora were justified. 
 
The Mongolian language is already fragile, she said, and has "entered the early stages of 
endangerment". 
 
Fewer than 40 per cent of Mongolian parents in the region send their children to Mongolian 
schools, the rest enroll their children in mainstream Chinese schools.  
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Suicide reported in region 
Assistant Professor Sorace said “efforts by regional authorities to silence dissent around the 
language policy, has put a tremendous amount of pressure on parents and teachers.  A primary 
school principal in Inner Mongolia reportedly died by suicide earlier this month. SBS News has 
seen a stamped letter from local police stating a female resident of Erlian Haote city was found 
dead at her home, as well as images on Chinese social media mourning her death. The Southern 
Mongolian Human Rights Information Centre reported the 46-year-old's death, citing "various 
sources". 
 
“In relation to the school principal’s [alleged] suicide, you can see the effects of the pressure of 
having to implement policies that simultaneously undermines one’s own ethnic identity and 
loyalty,” Assistant Professor Sorace said.  
 
Weeks earlier, a 33-year-old ethnic Mongolian woman named Surnaa died by suicide in what her 
family said in posts on WeChat, seen by SBS News, was as an act of protest over the language 
policy. 

 
Surnaa's family says her death was an act of protest. 

 
Her husband Altangbagan posted: “Lately, she has been deeply worried about the situation with 
the language and sacrificed by giving her life away. People need to know about this”.  
 
But a police notice, also seen by SBS News, stated the suicide was caused by depression and 
mental disorder and unrelated to the new policy. SBS News has also seen two videos of her 
husband appearing to demand questions of local authorities in relation to her death. 
 
Authorities defend police 
While Mongolian schools in China already had some Mandarin language education, Mandarin 
must now be taught from first grade, one year earlier than before.  China has said the policy will 
help ensure the curriculum and textbooks are of the highest standard.  In a statement published 
earlier this month, the regional authority in Inner Mongolia reportedly stressed the importance 
of "strengthening national language education in ethnic areas". 



 

28 
 

___________________________________ 
 

From Mary Wallace: 

Dear Delegation Friends, 

I hope you each are doing well and are staying safe and that all your families are also doing well.  I was 
sorry to miss the recent Delegation zoom visit. All is calm and well where we live on a farm in the Hill 
Country of Texas. We are very grateful to be living in the country away from hot spots. 

The following was sent to me by a friend of my daughter’s, I know nothing about the Power Path School 
of Shamanism.  But when I read the attached I thought it was so nice of this organization of Shamans to 
try and help our country where they see “a big black dragon roiling over the Earth, and the tailspin lies 
above the USA and South America.....”   At this point maybe you agree that we can use all the help we 
can get during this global pandemic severely affecting our part of the world.  I did watch some of the 
videos which were, understandably, very strange.  I decided to register, follow directions and see where 
this adventure leads. Let me know if you decide to join with the Shamans. 

All the best, take great care 
Mary Wallace 
Blanco, TX 78606 
 
Dear Community Members, 
 
Two weeks ago, the Society for Shamanic Practice (SSP) was contacted by a group of a dozen 
Mongolian shamans from the area near Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Their helping spirits have 
offered to assist the United States in fighting its out-of-control impact of Covid-19. We have 
worked quickly together to create a 14-day ceremony facilitated by the shamans in 
Mongolia.  We heartily invite you to participate.  
 
How it works: 
The ceremony will begin on Monday, July 27th and the shamans will work for 14 days with 
their helping spirits to "cut off the dragon's tail and vanish him." The work will take place both 
inside the shamans' ritual house (Ger) and outside where a fire ceremony will take place.  
 
We are inviting all who are interested to join with the Mongolian shamans to create this 
global ceremony. Click here for more information and to register. You'll be invited into two 
Zoom calls where you can watch the shamans work and ask questions, and you'll be sent 
directions on how to conduct your own small fire ceremony to add your energies in their fire 
ceremony. 
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Bachi Nyangar, the translator and facilitator for this global ceremony says: 
We Mongolians have a proverb saying, "Friends in need, friends in deed", so we asked our shaman 
spirits to help our fellow American friends clear this tiny little scourge from their soil. The shamans told 
us that they see a big black dragon roiling over the earth, and the tailspin lies above the USA and South 
America, now spinning hard, so the spread is going wild. The shamans are confident that they can stop 
this virus from continuing to spread, so you will see the first results in 7-14 days, and even better in 30 
days. You will be actively feeling that things are going back to normal. We are calling all shaman 
practitioners in the USA and around the world to join us with local ceremonies to support our work. We 
need your help. 

Here is a video  [HOLD DOWN THE CONTROL KEY ON YOUR COMPUTER WHILE YOU CLICK ON THIS LINK] 
of the shamans presenting teachings to a group. We offer this video just so you can see and hear the shamans.  
 
If you have any questions please email Jaime Meyer, SSP Board President drummingthesoulawake@gmail.com. 
 

Amanda Hovey, 
Member Services Coordinator 
 

RWANDA 
Covid 19:  Cases Overview 

From Wikipedia, 3:50pm, October 3, 2020 

 
RWANDA 

 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

4,847 3,197 29 
 

WORLDWIDE 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

34.7 million 24.1 million 1.03 million 

____________________ 

The following is an email forwarded by Holly Jobe from the ___________ 

Dear friends, 

I have felt a lot of shame and disappointment because our 2020 plans haven’t worked out the way 
we envisioned. 

We spent years preparing for 2020:  the Akilah Decennial and our launch of our co-ed campus 
Davis College in Asia and Africa.  Instead, we lost 70% of our funding, cancelled galas, implemented 
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painful layoffs and salary reductions and paused opening new campuses.  A total of 1,300 new 
Rwandan students deferred enrollment after our financing partner was unable to provide Income 
Share Agreements for our August intake. 

I’ve taken time to sit with the grief and sadness.  And then I chose to let it go.  This setback is a 
temporary detour.  Expansion will happen when the time is right. 

“The essential thing in heaven and earth is… that there should be a long obedience in the same 
direction; there thereby results, and has always resulted in the long run, something which has 
made life worth living.”  Friedrich Nietzsche 

Real impact requires long obedience in the same direction. 

This concept gives me a lot of peace.  It reduces the pressure we put on ourselves to make 
everything happen right now. 

What if our greatest accomplishment of the year is that during a pandemic of fear and anxiety, we 
lead from a place of calm acceptance? 

The tumultuous year has highlighted the strength and resilience of our community.  After Rwandan 
closed in March, 86% of our students successfully completed the semester online.  Our faculty 
worked tirelessly to transition our competency-based education programs to a digital format.  I 
have never been more proud of our team.   

In August, we welcomed our first co-ed intake at Davis College in Rwanda.  We are proud to extend 
access to young men while Akilah remains a unique environment for female leaders at Davis 
College. 

All students continue their online courses as the Rwandan government has not yet determined 
when schools can re-open.  We will ensure that every Davis and Akilah student has a 
transformational experience and is equipped with the skills and knowledge to launch their careers.  
East Africa needs their innovative leadership now more than ever. 

I am deeply grateful for our partners and supporters who have walked alongside us during a 
challenging time.  I know that we have made it thus far due to your generous support. 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for standing by our community and changing countless 
lives. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes 
CEO and Co-Founder 
 

______________________________ 
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On September 24, 2020, Kim Harms was recognized for her work with Books for Africa, 
specifically for supporting the establishment of 35 libraries in Rwanda in memory of her son, 
Eric Harms (See story in the Winter 2019/2020 edition of the Newsletter.)   

Congratulations, Kim 

In an email from Chelsea Rosendale of Books for Africa: 

Hi Susan, Thank you for your message!  

We don't have a formal write-up on this, but I think I can do slightly even better: we have a short 
video of the award presentation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-P0jXbBVH4  [IF 
THIS LINK DOES NOT CONNECT RIGHT AWAY, HOLD DOWN THE CONTROL KEY ON YOUR 
COMPUTER WHILE YOU CLICK ON THIS LINK.] 

 

Kim Harms Receives BFA 
Kilimanjaro Society Award 

www.youtube.com 

 

 

 Announcing our Award Winners! 

  

Kilimanjaro Society Award 

presented to 

Kim Harms 

  

EDITOR’S SIGN-OFF 
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Thank you all for your contributions.  The newsletter would not exist without the help of all of 
you.  Please continue to send me items, and please include any news about yourself that you 
would like to share.   It is such a delight to edit this newsletter.  It makes me feel like I am getting 
to know each of you a bit better.  I look forward to meeting and traveling with you to Peru and 
to wherever we go after that. 

All my best wishes, Susan 
smccrawhelms@cox.net 
 
With thanks to Desiree Hannah, our talented technical editor. 
 

 


