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MISSION STATEMENT 

“The Delegation for Friendship Among Women is a non-political organization that nurtures 
friendship between women from the U.S. and other countries and seeks nuanced 
understanding of women’s work and lives throughout the world. 

The Delegation accomplishes its mission primarily by self-funded study trips to countries 
where formal relations with the U.S. are often in transition. Delegates meet with a variety of 
notable women with whom we exchange ideas and solutions, as well as links to relevant 
resources. Upon returning to the United States, Delegation members continue the purposeful 
dialogue with the women abroad and share knowledge and insights with other U.S. citizens 
through speeches and articles." 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK     
t 

 
 
 
 
 
Kim Harms, President 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
I hope all of you had a wonderful summer!   
 
I would like to dedicate this edition of our newsletter to a great servant of the Delegation, Holly 
Jobe.  Holly has devoted countless hours during the last several years helping the delegation 
develop our Policy and Procedure Manual and planning (along with Diane Dunning) our 
amazing trip to Georgia and Armenia.  Although she has found it necessary to resign from active 
duty as a board member she will continue to serve the Board as a consultant and is actively 
engaged helping us plan our next trip.  Thanks Holly, we are so blessed to have you on our 
team! 
 
Our Embassy team of Brenda Dominici Johnson and Diane Dunning recently visited the Chilean 
Embassy and reported back a very positive reception to the possibility of a Delegation trip to 
Chile.  They plan a visit to the Peruvian Embassy in September and the Board hopes to make a 
final decision regarding the destination and timing of our next Delegation visit in by October. 
 
We also welcomed two new Delegates, Sheryl Ramstad and Minal Sampat.   Sheryl has a 
considerable amount of international service experience and served as a lawyer, judge, 
Commissioner of Corrections for Minnesota, and returned to school to get her Ph.D. in Nursing.  
Minal was born in India.  Her family is involved in the jewelry business in St. Thomas, Virgin 
Islands.  Minal currently lives in the State of Washington and is a very successful speaker and 
marketing strategist.  
  
I would like to end my President’s letter the way I started it, with a big thank you to Holly Jobe! 
 
With much love for our Delegation for Friendship Among Women, 
Kim Harms 
Board President 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minal Sampat 
Marlton, New Jersey 

Minal was born in India, grew up in the Virgin Islands, went to 
college in the Northeastern United States, has lived in the 
Northwest and now the Northeast with her family.  After becoming 
a Registered Dental Hygienist and receiving her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Rutgers University in Communications, Minal 
launched her first marketing company in 2013.  She has been 
featured in Forbes and The Huffington Post among other venues 
and is seen as a leader in the marketing industry.  Her nomadic life 
has allowed her to form wonderful friendships with women of 
different religions, races, cultures and political views.  As a young 
female entrepreneur, Minal owes much of her success to women 
across the globe who have shown her the power of giving.  Minal 
speaks three languages and is determined to learn two more.  She 
loves to travel, cook, volunteer, and go on adventures.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sheryl A. Ramstad 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Sheryl has her Doctorate and Master of Nursing degrees from 
The University of Minnesota and her Juris Doctorate (with 
honors) from The University of North Dakota School of Law.  She 
is currently the Chief External Relations Officer with Hennepin 
Healthcare System in Minneapolis and was recently honored as 
2019 Woman of Inspiration and Influence by Women Business 
Leaders in Healthcare.  Before becoming directly involved in 
healthcare in 2014, Sheryl was an attorney in private practice, a 
Tax Court Judge, Commissioner with the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections, County Court Judge, Assistant United States 
Attorney in Minnesota, and Assistant Hennepin County Public 
Defender.  Sheryl is extremely involved in her community and is 
on many national and international advisory boards in the fields 
of both health and law.    

One project that is especially important to Sheryl is her work with a hospital in Peru for clothing 
for their burn patients.  Peru’s hospitals had nothing in the way of clothing for burn victims in 
after-care.  Sheryl arranged for clothing donations to the hospitals and then worked with a 
factory to continue the donations under her direction.  Sheryl is a member of the International 
Board of Directors for the Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors.  
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BOARD/DELEGATE PROFILES 
This section is an attempt to help all of us get to know each other a bit better.  In each issue of 
the Newsletter, I hope to include a profile of a Delegate and a past or present Board Member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Hickman, Ph.D., 
Delegate, Philadelphia, PA 

Prior to her studies at Penn and her work as an archaeologist, Jane 
was a vice president for several advertising agencies in the 
Baltimore-Washington area.  During the 2004/05 academic year, 
she was a Fulbright scholar at the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens.  Jane was the recipient of a Louis J. Kolb 
fellowship at the Penn Museum, where she currently serves as 
Consulting Scholar in the Mediterranean Section and Editor of 
Expedition magazine.  In addition to publications on ancient 
jewelry, she was Editor of Culinary Expeditions: A Celebration of 
Food and Culture Inspired by Penn Museum Treasures and Co-
Editor (with Victor Mair) of Reconfiguring the Silk Road: New 
Research on East-West Exchange in Antiquity.  Jane’s research 
focuses is on gold and silver jewelry from the ancient Aegean, the 
Near East, and Central Asia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth Fluke, Past President, 
Pennsylvania and Maine 

 
Mary Beth Fluke founded her company, Dandelion Inc., a chain 
of retail jewelry stores, in 1966.  Beth is a cultural anthropologist 
with a degree from the University of Pennsylvania.  Her interest 
in business, women and women’s arts has resulted in several 
mentoring projects to bring traditional craft production to 
market in the United States.  She is interested in women’s 
education, micro business, cultural preservation and traditional 
arts.  Her passion is hiking. 
 

A note from Beth: 
“In 1998 I met Mary Pomeroy on her annual visit to Kennebunkport Maine.  Mary promptly 
sold me on The Delegation and I enthusiastically signed up for the next Delegation trip, 
Burma/Myanmar.  As the Delegation encountered roadblocks in dealing with Burma/ 
Myanmar disappointedly the trip was canceled.  Thus, the first Delegation trip I went on was 
to Cuba in 2002.  I’ve been on every trip since except the second Cuba trip and Georgia.  During 
all the trips, Libya, Argentina, North Korea, Venezuela, Rwanda and Mongolia, I became keenly 
aware of the importance of nonjudgmental friendship, the foundation of The Delegation.  In 
2006, I joined The Delegation Board.  In 2012, I was asked to be Vice President and in 2015, 
President.  I was honored!  Being newly retired, I looked forward to the challenge of The 
Delegation presidency and the next steps for Delegation growth in a world far ‘smaller’ than 
the founders encountered.”   
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DELEGATION BOARD NEWS 
Holly Jobe announced at the September Board meeting that she will be retiring from the Board 
in order to work on a new book.  Happily, she has agreed to stay with us in an advisory capacity.  
We look forward to highlighting her literary efforts and wish her the best of luck.  
As the Board continues to gather information about the two countries under consideration for 
The Delegation’s next trip, Kelly Hayes-Raitt sent a wonderful recommendation for a good read 
about issues facing both Chile and Peru.  Here is an excerpt from her email: May I suggest 
something for an upcoming issue?  Since the next Delegation trip will be to either Chile or 
Peru, both countries where political activists have been arrested, tortured, "disappeared" or 
killed, I highly recommend reading or seeing the play or movie Death and the Maiden by Ariel 
Dorfman.  Dorfman was Chilean President Allende's cultural minister and fled Chile after the 
coup.  Death is a nuanced story about reconciliation and forgiveness, about restitution and 
remembrance:  A victim of torture encounters her torturer during a time when the unnamed 
country is trying to put its brutal past to rest and move forward to build a democracy.  The 
play asks, "At what point do we stop trying to 'make up' for the past and move forward?"  I 
imagine that's a question that lingers in both Chile and Peru and it will be interesting to 
explore the reconciliation/restitution efforts in either country. 
 
 
ON THE WEB 

Delegation Facebook Page, Caroline Olstad, Delegate     
https://www.facebook.com/TheDelegationForFriendshipAmongWomen/ 
Caroline asks that if you have photos or videos or anything else you would like to share, please 
send them her way.  She also asks that you send any suggestions for other organizations that 
The Delegation can “like” to her as well.  She will be updating the Facebook page periodically. 
caroline.e.olstad@gmail.com 
 
Delegation Website, Jessica Remoloma, Webmaster) 
www.friendshipamongwomen.org 
member password:  women67 
See interesting history over the past decades including countries we’ve visited, friendships 
we’ve made and photos from the many Delegation trips and accomplishments.  

 
 

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
We realize that not every Delegate is able to accompany The Delegation on any particular trip.  
However all Delegates still have the opportunity to make a difference in the many lives affected 
in countries The Delegation visits by making a donation.  Such contributions allow all Delegates 
the opportunity to participate in our efforts.  Since The Delegation is a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization, you can share your generosity while receiving a receipt that documents tax 
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deductibility. We encourage everyone to join in and help make deeply needed improvements in 
all the countries we visit.   
 
To donate, please send a check made out to The Delegation for Friendship Among Women, 
noting on the check which project you wish as a recipient.  Donations should be mailed to:  

Diane Dunning, Treasurer 
300 Lewis Lane 

Ambler, Pa. 19002 
You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.  Thanks for your help!!  

 
DELEGATION TRIP UPDATES   
Please note any time you see an * below.   These are just the kinds of collaborations in which 
The Delegation excels.  Feel free to pass on all this information to your friends, families and 
connections.  And if anything blossoms from your efforts, please let us know. 
 
THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 
From The New York Times, June 22, 2019; By Andrew Higgins 

Georgia Stages Protests While Its Relations With Russia Are in a Tailspin 
MOSCOW — With relations between 
Russia and Georgia heading toward 
their lowest ebb since a brief war in 
2008, thousands of protesters gathered 
in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi for a 
third night on Saturday, waving banners 
and shouting slogans against Russian 
meddling. 

 
 

Protesters near Georgia’s Parliament on Saturday in Tbilisi. 
CreditIrakli Gedenidze/Reuters 

The latest opposition-led demonstrations, fired by fury at both Moscow and the Georgian 
government, followed a decision late Friday by President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia to cancel 
all flights from Russia to Georgia starting on July 8. It was a move clearly designed to hit 
Georgia’s booming tourist industry. 

The daily protests outside Georgia’s Parliament, organized by opposition activists and students, 
began on Thursday, when a large crowd of mostly young people, angry that a Russian legislator 
had been allowed to speak inside the building, violently clashed with police officers. At least 
240 people were injured, many hit by rubber bullets fired by security forces, who also used tear 
gas. 
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The violence, which state-controlled Russian media outlets presented as a frenzy of 
Russophobia orchestrated by mysterious English speakers with American accents, has sent 
relations between the countries into a tailspin. 

Subscribe for original insights, commentary 
and discussions on the major news stories 
of the week, from columnists Max Fisher 
and Amanda Taub. 

Saturday’s protests were mostly orderly but 
tensions rose late in the evening as the 
crowd moved from the parliament building 
to the headquarters of Georgia’s ruling 
Georgian Dream party, which the 
opposition accuses of being too 
accommodating toward Russia.  

A man carried an injured protester during clashes with the police outside Parliament in Tbilisi on Friday.  
CreditZurab Tsertsvadze/Associated Press 

Mr. Putin, whom many Georgians blame for the loss of around 20 percent of their country’s 
territory to Russian-backed separatists, announced the flight ban on Friday. The move was part 
of a series of mostly unspecified measures to “ensure the national security of the Russian 
Federation and to protect citizens of the Russian Federation from criminal and other illegal 
actions.” 

The Russian opposition leader Aleksei A. Navalny mocked Mr. Putin’s pledge to protect the 
security of Russian citizens by disrupting their holiday plans in Georgia. 

“They bought package trips, drank wine and ate barbecued meat and now he tells them: Leave 
urgently because there won’t be any planes,” Mr. Navalny tweeted. 

No Russian citizens are known to have been hurt in the unrest in Tbilisi. Most Russians who visit 
Georgia marvel at the absence of overt hostility to them or their language, despite the Russian 
army’s 2008 invasion of Georgia and Moscow’s support for two breakaway Georgian regions, 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

All the same, Mr. Putin has made protecting Russians abroad from supposed threats the 
centerpiece of his rule since he seized Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. Like Georgia, Ukraine is 
another former Soviet republic that has been presented by the Kremlin and its propaganda 
machine as a hotbed of violent Russophobia. 

Though driven in part by popular anger at Russia, which finances and arms separatists in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia and recognizes them as independent states, the protests are also 
rooted in a deep domestic political rift between supporters and foes of Georgian Dream. 
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The protesters have advanced no plausible 
proposals for how to regain territory controlled 
by separatists since the 1990s and focused 
instead on calling for early elections and the 
resignation of senior officials. 

“The Russia factor was the trigger for this crisis, 
but it was not the cause,” said Thomas de Waal, 
a British expert on the Caucasus and author of 
several books on the region. “The cause was 
very polarized domestic politics in which the 
opposition plays the Russian card to discredit 
the government.” 

Former President Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia 
arriving at the airport in Boryspil, Ukraine, last 

month.CreditSergey Dolzhenko/EPA,                       
via Shutterstock 

The government, he added, “scored an own goal” by allowing a member of Russia’s Parliament, 
Sergei Gavrilov, to address an assembly of legislators from Orthodox Christian countries held in 
the Georgian Parliament. But “this would not have mattered if the government had been 
popular. It crystallized a sense that the government is not competent.” 

Georgia’s self-exiled former president, Mikheil Saakashvili, and his supporters have for years 
accused the government of selling out the country to Russia, but they have failed to persuade 
voters that this is the case, losing repeatedly in national elections. 

Mr. Saakashvili, who faces criminal charges in Georgia, has devoted his political energies in 
recent years to Ukraine, where he served for a time as a regional governor. But he has jumped 
on the current crisis in Tbilisi to rally a small but ardent group of fans at home. He outraged 
authorities in Tbilisi by calling on police officers to disobey orders and “go over to the side of 
the people.” 

Georgia’s French-born president, Salome Zourabichvili, who has denounced Russia as “an 
enemy and occupier,” dismissed the former president, who took Ukrainian nationality, as “a 
citizen of another country” and said he had no business calling for a police mutiny. 

Georgia and Russia have still not restored diplomatic relations severed after the 2008 war but 
until the current protests, which have featured protesters burning portraits of Mr. Putin, the 
countries had begun to reduce tensions. This was in part because of a flood of Russian tourists 
— around a million visited last year — and the lifting of a Russian ban on wine imports from 
Georgia. 
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_________ 

And from GEORGIA TODAY (on-line, August 11, 2019), By Nini Dakhundaridze 

Russia's Ambassador to the UN: Russia will Continue Trying to Cooperate with Georgia 
 

 

The situation in Georgia was discussed at the 
closed session of the UN Security Council, 
chaired by Poland. After the session, the 
representatives of the United States, Great 
Britain, Germany, Belgium, France, Poland 
and Estonia issued a joint statement. The 
statement expresses the nation’s support for 
Georgia's territorial integrity and 
sovereignty. 

The countries also made it their point to call on Russia to fully contribute to the commitments 
made under the August 12 agreement. The commitments include Russia’s withdrawal of its 
armed forces and allowance of international security mechanisms inside Georgian regions of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 
 
After the UN Security Council meeting, the acting ambassador of Russia to the UN, Dmitry 
Polyanskiy commented on the relationship between Russia and Georgia and the expected 
course it will take, saying that:”Russia will continue its efforts to develop cooperation with 
Georgia, despite opposition from Western countries”. 
 
"Unfortunately, the position of the Western countries does not help much, but I can assure you 
that we are trying our best to develop bilateral cooperation, trade, people-to-people relations," 
the Tass agency quoted Polyanskiy. 
 
He also noted that the "Georgian goods are exported to Russia without any delay and are very 
popular in the Russian market." 

____________________ 

This news prompted me to write to Ekaterine Kheladze, Head of International Relations and 
Communicatons for Women For Tomorrow (W4T) to see what she and her members and their 
families were experiencing.  I thought you all might be interested and reassured by her 
response.  (W4T was one of our Mary Pomeroy Award winners.)  This is Ekaterine’s response. 
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My Dear Susan, 

So glad to hear from you.  First of all I want to thank you for your kindness. 

Fortunately, the protests happened in June, [and] didn’t have any regresal [regressive] affect on 
our member businesses because our members, especially tourism filed members, are mostly 
oriented on North America, Europe and [our]neighbour countries such as Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. So, they don’t have any negative effects. 

How about the Delegation?  How are you doing? 

If you would like to correspond with Ekaterine, her email is kheladze.ekaterine@gmail.com 

And Holly Jobe sent this FABULOUS video.  I suggest watching it ALL! 

Georgian Dancers Push Their Physical Limits for Tradition 

 
 

 
MONGOLIA 
Holly Jobe sent the story below which is part of a special series on National Public Radio (NPR) 
about Mongolia.  Two other pieces from the series are listed after this article. 
 

 

 
Special Series:  CHANGING 
MONGOLIA 
Mongolia's Long Road To Mining 
Wealth 
July 31, 20195:17 AM ET  
Heard on Morning Edition; Emily 
Kwong 
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Gulnara Dariiga has been stuck in 
traffic for two days in the Gobi 
Desert in southern Mongolia. The 
38-year-old mother of four eats and 
sleeps in a heavy-duty North Benz 
truck, assigned to her by her Chinese 
employer — a coal buyer across the 
border. 
 
"I think today we will cross," she says 
with a grin. She shifts from park to 
drive, clenching her teeth to fight 
the stiff steering wheel. Her truck is 
laden with 90 tons of coal from 
Mongolia's Tavan Tolgoi mine, ready 
for delivery. 
 

Gulnara Dariiga, 38, drives a truck piled high with coal as she 
waits to cross the border. A mining boom in the Gobi Desert is 
fueling cross-border trade between Mongolia and China, with 
millions of tons of coal, copper and precious minerals moving by 
the truckload every year.  Claire Harbage/NPR  
 

 
 
This trade road and the immense 
gridlock of hissing trucks lined up like 
dominoes, waiting to cross the 
Mongolia-China border, are an 
indication of Mongolia's future: The 
nation is shifting away from an 
economy based on agriculture and 
herding to one based on mining. With 
economic transformation comes 
opportunity, but also environmental 
damage and growing pains for local 
residents, as the landscape is carved 
up by mining machinery and trucks. 
 

 

The road from Mongolia's Tavan Tolgoi coal mine to the border crossing at Gashuun Sukhait is 150 miles long. 
Backups can stretch for miles. Drivers may wait up to seven days in this line before reaching China.  Claire 
Harbage/NPR  
 
This is not the Mongolia that Gulnara grew up in. Born in Selenge, a heavily forested province in 
the east, she worked on a vegetable and wheat farm. 
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"Selenge is beautiful, with a nice river and berries. The problem is there's no jobs there for 
young people," Gulnara says.  Mongolians are migrating away from rural areas, seeking work 
elsewhere. And one of the places they're going is Ömnögovi, a mineral-rich province in the 
South Gobi, home to the mega-mining projects Tavan Tolgoi (coal) and the Oyu Tolgoi (gold, 
copper and silver). Two decades ago, Ömnögovi was the least populated province in Mongolia. 
Now, it's a destination for those seeking formal and off-the-books work. 
 
 Roads — some paved, some rutted by tires 

— are appearing in places they never were 
before. Drivers, mechanics, retailers and 
other business owners are setting up shop. 
There's money to be made on the way to 
the border. But driving along the roads, 
some more than a decade old now, the 
scars become apparent. 
 

Drivers take a cigarette break while waiting for the line of coal trucks to budge. Many share traffic information over 
social media apps.  Claire Harbage/NPR  
 
 
"Like lines on a human palm" 
Landlocked between Russia and China, Mongolia sends its exports overland by railway and 
truck. The Mongolian government pledged to build a separate railway from the Tavan Tolgoi 
coal mine by 2021 to expedite coal deliveries to China through the South Gobi corridor, but has 
failed to secure financing. 
 

 
Trucks churn up coal dust at the Tavan Tolgoi coal mine in the South Gobi desert. The Tavan Tolgoi deposit is 
estimated to possess 6.5 billion tons of coal, including high-grade coking coal — a product vital to the steel-making 
process. Claire Harbage/NPR  
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The coal trade depends on trucks like Gulnara's, and on 
a network of roads leading directly from the mines. Prior 
to this job, she rode shotgun alongside her husband. "I 
can do this too," she thought, and secured her own truck 
last December. She outfitted the North Benz with a gas 
stove and stretched a clothes line across the sleeper cab. 
She applies makeup with the aid of her rearview mirror, 
eyebrows perfectly drawn. 
 

Gulnara will be paid 1,800 Chinese yuan ($260) for 
delivering this load of coal. She completes two trips a 
month minimum, generating a monthly income of $520, 
more than double Mongolia's median monthly wage of 
$250, according to the National Office of Statistics. 
She's proud of this. All her children are enrolled in 
school. The money she and her husband make pays for 
their education. 
 

Gulnara Dariiga, 38, stands in front of her truck, a North Benz assigned to her by her Chinese employer. She 
performs a tea ritual in the morning, praying drivers stay safe on the road. Claire Harbage/NPR  
 
On the way to a paycheck, however, are dangerous, exhausting road conditions. Entry to China 
is slow, as vehicles carrying people and goods converge on a single point.  The line of thousands 
of trucks to the border crossing between Gashuun Sukhait, Mongolia, and Gants Mod, China, 
regularly spans 15 miles and drivers know it can take days of waiting.  Gulnara has waited up to 
seven days to cross. Men smoke cigarettes outside their trucks in small clusters. Their vehicles 
are outfitted with string lights on the grille and pictures from home on the dashboard. 
 
She watches movies to pass the time and scrolls through photos of Selenge on her phone. Her 
kids are still there, taken care of by their grandmother, and she calls them daily. The few other 
women doing this trucking work wave to her as they pass. 
 
Every morning, she prepares suutei tsai, traditional milk tea with salt. She tosses the pearly 
drink into the sky as an offering to the spirits of the land, deities of shamanic ancestry. She 
prays that no driver will be harmed during the journey. 
 
To jump the line, trucks often weave into the contraflow lane. Collisions are common. Twisted 
metal from flaming car wrecks and shards of pavement line the road. "You have to be alert all 
the time," Gulnara cautions. "You have to look at the passing truck." 
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Otgonduu Khuudeg, 51, remembers the 
arrival of cross-border trade between Tavan 
Tolgoi and China in 2011. The usual quiet of 
the region's pastureland was disrupted by 
the rumble of cars on an unpaved road. 
Trucks kicked up fragile topsoil, churning 
clouds of dust in their wake. Some in the area 
mounted protests, smashing truck windows 
and reporting drivers to local authorities. 
 
"The Gobi road became like lines on a human 
palm. Trucks were hitting groups of animals," 
he says. He lost half a dozen camels to 
vehicles accidentally colliding with his herd. 
 

Otgonduu Khuudeg, 51, stands outside his home in the South Gobi. The herder has watched the pastureland change 
as the mining industry has grown. Six of his camels were killed by passing trucks.  Claire Harbage/NPR  
 
NewsAgency Mongolia estimates there are about 12,000 coal truck drivers ferrying product 
from Erdenes Tavan-Tolgoi, Energy Resources LLC, and other enterprises that tap the massive 
Tavan Tolgoi coal deposit. It also reports 51 truck drivers were killed along the road from Tavan 
Tolgoi to the border between 2015 and 2018.  The road is largely unregulated, with little police 
presence. Traffic rises and falls in lockstep with China's demand for coal. 
 
"Vulnerable and volatile" 
 
Before the road, there was 
open rangeland.  For nearly 
seven decades in the 20th 

century, Mongolia was a 
Soviet satellite with a 
centrally planned economy. 
Agriculture was the 
economy's centerpiece. 
Industrial mining did exist, 
but it was not until the 
1990s — with the transition 
to free-market democracy 
— that foreign investors 
could get involved.  

Horses graze in pastureland just outside one of Tavan Tolgoi's open-pit mines, where coal is being extracted for 
export.  Claire Harbage/NPR  

  



 

15 
 

 

Mining boomed. By 2011, Mongolia 
had the fastest-growing economy in 
the world, earning the nickname 
Minegolia.  While mining ushered in 
new wealth, it has also opened the 
door to economic volatility. The 
government spent beyond its means 
and when commodity prices 
dropped, it couldn't repay its loans. 
The national debt reached untenable 
levels. In 2017, the International 
Monetary Fund approved a $5.5 
billion bailout package. 

Approximately 1,100 vehicles cross the Mongolia-China border daily. These trucks carry copper concentrate from 
Oyu Tolgoi, packed in white bags and covered with a green tarp.  Claire Harbage/NPR  

Mineral prices have since picked up, and economic growth resumed. But with one boom, in 
2011, and bust, in 2016, already under its belt, where does that leave Mongolia today? 
"Vulnerable and volatile to commodity prices," says Dorjdari Namkhaijantsan, 45, the country 
manager of the Natural Resource Governance Institute, a policy nonprofit. "Ninety percent of 
Mongolian exports are depending on one sector [mining]. That's a risk. And we have to manage 
it." 
 
While Mongolia's mineral wealth is massive — valued between $1 trillion and $3 trillion in coal, 
copper and gold — it won't last forever. "If we end up exploiting all our natural resources and 
still have huge poverty in Mongolia, then obviously we will have lost the opportunity," says 
Dorjdari. 
 

 

Mining also comes at tremendous cost 
to the environment. The greatest 
tension in the region revolves around 
water. Climate change impacts — like 
drought and desertification — have 
already dried up hundreds of 
Mongolia's rivers and lakes. Residents 
worry about how mining, which 
requires huge amounts of water for 
processing, could degrade the land 
even further. 

Oyu Tolgoi is 34% owned by the government of Mongolia and 66% by Turquoise Hill Resource, a Canadian company 
backed by mining multinational Rio Tinto. The project has been hampered by construction delays and political 
squabbles.  Emily Kwong/NPR  
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This is especially true for those neighboring the massive mining project at Oyu Tolgoi. 
Discovered in 2001, Oyu Tolgoi contains among the largest deposits of copper and gold in the 
world, according to Rio Tinto. It is Mongolia's biggest mining project. 
 
Chartered flights arrive and depart 
daily from all over the country, as 
workers arrive for their rotations. 
With approximately 2,500 
employees, the mining project has a 
hair salon, a movie theater and a 
cafeteria named after the 
endangered Gobi brown bear, 
known as Mazaalai.  Oyu Tolgoi's 
road to the border is different from 
the one from Tavan Tolgoi — it's 
approximately 60 miles of well-
maintained concrete. Trucks 
bearing copper concentrate drive 
several lengths apart. Seatbelts are 
mandatory for all employees. 

Oyu Tolgoi's cafeteria is named after the endangered Gobi brown 
bear. Over 95% of the 2,500-member workforce is Mongolian.   
Emily Kwong/NPR  
 

 

 

 

But even this industry leader has 
come under environmental 
scrutiny. During construction in 
2011, contractors diverted the 
Undai River. Herding groups in 
Khanbogd filed a complaint with 
the compliance adviser 
ombudsman of the World Bank, 
claiming that decision dried up 
local water wells and threatened 
their herders' livelihood. The 
parties came to an agreement in 
March on environmental 
management and compensation, 
but tensions persist. 
 

Otgonduu Khuudeg, 51, and his wife, Tsedendil Dedkhuu, 60, move cows around to better situate them for the 
morning milking. The veteran camel herders were displaced by the construction of the Oyu Tolgoi mine. Otgonduu 
purchased a bull with the displacement compensation he received.  Claire Harbage/NPR  
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Otgunduu, the herder who lost camels to passing trucks, lived in the path of the construction 
site. He and his wife were 11 families physically displaced in 2004. Another 89 herding families 
were "economically displaced," compensated for damages to their livelihood. 
 
While most of his peers have given up herding as mining encroaches on the land, the 
displacement payment he received from Oyu Tolgoi allowed him to purchase a male cow and 
continue herding. The company has expressed interest in buying his beef one day to feed 
miners in the cafeteria and elsewhere. 
 

 

Cows are not naturally suited to the 
semiarid conditions of the Gobi Desert, 
but Otgonduu feels like he has no other 
choice. "We are already old, and no 
one will hire us. We can't do other jobs. 
This is what we know how to do," he 
says. "We have to adapt to the 
changing environment and the key for 
that is water." 
 

Otgonduu's cows, wrapped in blankets, walk in front of a water storage container on his property. Claire 
Harbage/NPR  
 
For its part, Oyu Tologi is making an effort to protect water for the local community. 
Erdenebayar Naran, the company's 37-year-old environmental manager, monitors the levels of 
local water wells and oversees a water diversion project, designed to direct water from a 
natural riverbed away from future construction. If we don't divert water to go around the open-
pit [mine] that subsurface water will be lost," he says. "All the herder wells and natural springs 
and wildlife will not have any drinking water source." 
 
Amid Economic Crisis, Mongolians Risk Their Lives For Do-It-Yourself Mining 
Erdenebayar picks up trash as he walks the perimeter of the new water spring. As someone 
who grew up in the South Gobi, the work for him is personal. He is fully aware that Oyu Tolgoi's 
mineral wealth is finite, slated to last 150 years at best, and wants the process to unfold in an 
environmentally sustainable way. "My ancestors lived here," he says. "My generation's 
offspring will see me. I don't want them saying, 'My father did a terrible job and destroyed this 
land.'" 
 
But when asked if he feels conflicted working for the mining industry, he says no. "We need 
economic growth. We don't have technology. We have resources. And we have the Chinese 
market right next to us. In Mongolia, the only way to make money fast is through the mining 
industry." 
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"We are Mongolia's Korea" 
About 15 miles north of the Chinese border is the community of Tsagaan Khad — which means 
White Rock. The unplanned settlement did not exist 30 years ago. It bloomed in the South Gobi 
as the road network grew, a gathering of service providers catering to drivers and passerby. 
While the mining industry directly employs just 3.6% of Mongolians, the industry's growth has 
meant many others can find informal employment, responding to needs of industry in the 
region. 
 

 

In 1993, Tsagaan Khad was a temporary 
camp of 10 gers. Now it is a sprawling 
community of as many as 10,000 people 
either staying there or passing through at any 
given time. Drivers can stop over in the area 
to get a hot meal, a quick rest and play a 
game of cards before embarking on the 15-
mile journey to the border.  Claire 
Harbage/NPR 
 

 
Batdelger Genden, 53, presides like a mother hen in Tsagaan Khad. On a cool evening in late 
February, she raises a glass of vodka on the opening night of her new restaurant, which she's 
named "Traveler." 
 

 
A customer enjoys a cup of hot milk tea at Batdelger Genden's restaurant in Tsagaan Khad.  Claire Harbage/NPR  
 
The tables are heaped with candy and soda, while a professional chef hired from Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia's capital, prepares a mutton dumpling soup. The playlist is heavily Dolly Parton and 
Kenny Rogers. 
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Batdelger commands the room full of friends and customers with a speech: "May your lives 
prosper. There are many drivers passing through this road. Here is a place where you can stop 
and eat good food and have a leisurely time."  Her patrons cheer. 
 

 

Tsagaan Khad began as a 
temporary camp of 10 homes in 
1993. Now, it is a sprawling 
community of 10,000 people 
either staying there or passing 
through at any given time. Mining 
has that much pull in the region, 
creating opportunity where none 
existed before, in a country where 
30% of the population lives in 
poverty.  
 

The Happy Mini market is located in the center of Tsagaan Khad. The town bloomed in the South Gobi as the road 
network grew, a gathering of service providers catering to drivers and passerby.  Claire Harbage/NPR 
 
In Tsagaan Khad, auto mechanics rub elbows with food purveyors. Dust storms are frequent, 
driving people indoors. Drivers can get a hot meal, a quick rest, and play a game of cards before 
embarking on the 15-mile journey to the border. 
 
Batdelger isn't bothered by the dust storms, as long as they don't disrupt her business. She's 
sympathetic to those trying to make a living in the South Gobi, profiting from what mining has 
to offer in any way they know how. She calls it "Mongolia's Korea." 
 
"This is like the promised land for the Mongolian unemployed, for those who want to make 
money for honest work," she says. "Freedom is here." 
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Changing Mongolia: A Special Series 
Mongolia Booms: 2012 Special Series On The Mining Surge In The Country 
Mining is not anticipated to slow down, as mineral products and precious metals account for 
23% of Mongolia's overall GDP. To take part in the global economy and lift Mongolians out of 
poverty, the nation is leaning into its mineral wealth. But Mongolia is also warming. Mining 
directly contributes to climate change. The land is growing increasingly fragile. 
How do these two realities square? 
 
As Dorjdari, who tracks the country's mining and government, put it: "When your stomach is 
empty, you don't think about the environment."  
 
Many NPR spoke with feared the country's new direction in the long term. Tomorchuluun 
Tavkhai, a 69-year-old herder in the Gobi, said, "Mongolia is like a small island in a blue planet. 
If we help preserve the environment, I think it will be helpful for the rest of the world." 

 
This is part of a series by Emily Kwong (@emilykwong1234), who spent nine weeks reporting in 
Mongolia as NPR's Above the Fray fellow. Additional reporting and translations were provided 
by Ganbat Namjilsangarav and Enkhbat Doorov. The fellowship is sponsored by the John 
Alexander Project, which supports foreign reporting in undercovered parts of the world. Follow 
the fellowship on Instagram (@thejohnaproject) and Twitter (@thejohnaproject). 

___________________________________ 
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Other news from Mongolia: 

 
Jargal Byambasuren/Reuters  

The Deadly Winters That Have Transformed Life For Herders In 
Mongolia; July 29, 2019 • Mongolia's herders are accustomed to cold, but the extreme 
conditions of the country's terrible winters, known as dzuds, killed countless livestock and 
livelihoods. Herders have had to adapt. 
 

 
Mongolia's Capital Banned Coal To Fix Its Pollution Problem. Will It 
Work?  July 30, 2019 • Winter nights in Ulaanbaatar can drop to minus 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Many residents without electricity burn coal to heat their homes, leading to toxic 
air and health problems. 
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RWANDA 
Holly Jobe sent this “great-good-news” email: 

I received a mailing from Elizabeth Hughes founder of Akilah Institute today announcing that 
they are launching a new global network of universities, Davis College. 

In 2010, my husband and co-founder Dave and I opened Akilah to provide transformational 
learning experiences for young women in the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide.  We have 
seen extraordinary success with our 2,000+ alumni and students, and we are now ready to 
scale our unique model of personalized and affordable higher education. 

Why? 

I have witnessed first-hand the global higher education crisis and the urgent need for globally 
scalable solutions.  The next decade will see an additional 800 million secondary graduates 
than today.  Asia and Africa re the driving force behind the expansion. 

As automation, climate change, and population growth change our world at a rapid pace, 
traditional schools are unable to provide high quality and affordable education to millions of 
young people. 

We need a new model of higher education that empowers students to boldly face the realities 
of the 21st century. 

Davis college educates future leaders to champion opportunity and sustainability in solving 
the world’s most pressing challenges.  We offer an academic experience for students who are 
unafraid to challenge the status quo and passionately pursue innovative ideas. 

By 2030, we will open 10 campuses across Africa and Asia and educate one million students. 

With enthusiastic support from the Rwandan government, Davis College will open in Kigali in 
June 2020 and offer diplomas and degrees to young men and women. 

Davis College Hong Kong will open in September 2020 and recruit students from across Asia.  
We are now based in Hong Kong, Dave’s hometown, and our deep connections in the business 
and education communities make it the ideal location to prove our model in the region. 

Our commitment to women’s education and empowerment is unwavering. Akilah is, and will 
continue to be, designed to serve female students at our women’s campus preparing them to 
thrive as leaders across a diversity of industries. 
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Davis College is named in honor of my parents, Beth and Cody Davis, who were instrumental 
in bringing the Akilah vision to life.  My father passed away unexpectedly in 2017, and I am 
proud to honor his legacy by creating education opportunities for as many people as possible. 

Bringing Davis College to life has been a goal several years in the making, and I am truly 
grateful for the tremendous support we have received! 

With deep gratitude 

Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes 

CEO & Co-Founder 
Davis College | Akilah Institute 
www.daviscollege.com 

 
EDITOR’S SIGN-OFF 
Once again, I thank you all for assisting with this newsletter.  PLEASE send updates on any 
communication any of you have had with the outstanding women we have met during our 
travels.  And please include any news about yourself that you would like to share.  
All my best wishes, Susan 
smccrawhelms@cox.net 
 
With thanks to Desiree Hannah, our talented technical editor. 


