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MISSION STATEMENT 

“The Delegation for Friendship Among Women is a non-political organization 
that nurtures friendship between women from the U.S. and other countries 
and seeks nuanced understanding of women’s work and lives throughout the 
world. 

The Delegation accomplishes its mission primarily by self-funded study trips 
to countries where formal relations with the U.S. are often in transition. 
Delegates meet with a variety of notable women with whom we exchange 
ideas and solutions, as well as links to relevant resources. Upon returning to 
the United States, Delegation members continue the purposeful dialogue with 
the women abroad and share knowledge and insights with other U.S. citizens 
through speeches and articles." 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK  

  
Kim Harms, President 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
First of all I want to ask “How are you?”   
 
On February 29th, I gave a seminar to a group of Minnesota dentists describing the calamities 
and catastrophes that could disrupt their practices and how to cope with them.  Unfortunately, 
I did not include a tiny virus already causing havoc in China and on its way to the U.S.  
Fortunately, the coping skills remain the same -- keep calm, take things one day at a time, be 
grateful for what remains, and let go of the things you cannot control. 
 
At the May 8, 2020, Delegation Board meeting, we asked for an update from each Board 
member.  Each one of us had a story to tell, and I am sure that holds true for all of you, our 
Delegates.  We all have stories and, as an organization devoted to building friendships, we can 
all benefit from the sharing of those stories. 
 
We are still very excited about our upcoming trip to Peru, which is now postponed until we can 
go safely.  We are also excited about reaching out to our contacts and friends around the world 
electronically.  The Board has approved an investigation into developing podcasts and webinars 
designed to share information with our global contacts.  These podcasts and webinars would be 
included on our website. 
 
Our first proposed podcast would be on the topic of entrepreneurship, and we hope to host this 
sometime this summer.   
 
We are so proud of the amazing accomplishments and histories of our Delegates and now we 
would like to share that combined wisdom virtually with the rest of the world.  If you have a 
special topic that would make a good webinar or podcast, please let us know.  Also if you have 
the technical skills to help us, we would greatly appreciate it.  Please email me at: 
drkim@pinelakelawfirm.com.  I will share all ideas with the Board. 
 
Friedrich Nietzch famously said: “That which does not kill us makes us stronger.”  Although the 
COVID pandemic may disrupt our travel plans, I believe our organization will emerge stronger 
and more connected to our mission than ever before. 
 
Please stay safe!  Blessings to all of you! 
Kim 
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DELEGATE PROFILES 
 

  
Jo Von Tiehl, Delegate, Pasadena, California  
(Currently in isolation with her daughter’s 
family in Central, California; week 9 of an 

intended 3-week stay). 
 

Jo became a member of The Delegation in 
2007 after meeting Mary Pomeroy at a baby 
shower for a mutual friend.  She loves the 
women she has met on The Delegation 
trips.   

Jo has been a life-long volunteer, serving on 
Boards and planning/coordinating events 
with both local and national groups.  She 
was named Woman of the Year of Los 
Angeles Colleges, and later recognized as a 
Woman of Distinction in Pasadena several 
decades after.   

Jo has always been somewhat unafraid. As a 
child, she would swing over the city mill 
pond holding onto a grape vine.  As a Los 
Angeles Zoo Docent, she overcame her fear 
of snakes by handling 8 foot "Monty" 
Python in front of school children; she flew 
under artillery fire into Viet Nam as a flight 
attendant.  She learned to fly her own 
airplane.  

Besides her academic degrees, Jo is proudest of her children (systems engineer, physician, 
journalist). She is also immensely proud of Samantha from the Akilah Institute in Rwanda 
who she supported to become a hotel hospitality agent in Rwanda.  

Jo is now retired, and as she is "locked down" at her daughter's and unable to access her 
professional pictures, this is a picture of herself with her fourth grandchild. 

Jo’s plans for the future include expanding on the short narrative that Ann Landers published 
about her many years ago.  A TED talk?  As for Boards, Jo will only serve on the Board of her 
family association, one of the best documented pre-Revolutionary families in America.   
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Linda G. Hammet Ory,  
Delegate, Lincoln, MA 

 

Linda is a strong advocate for education with a wide 
array of experience.  Following graduation from 
Harvard College, Linda’s first career was as a 
choreographer for film, music video, and stage.  
During her 15-year-long performance career, Linda 
founded a dance company in New York City, 
choreographed Run D.M.C.’s hit music video “Rock 
Box,” and created movement for a play directed by 
Tim Robbins.  She also taught dance to children and 
adults, both professionals and novices, in public 
schools and creative settings.  

After earning her master’s degree from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education in 1993, Linda 
produced educational media for kids, working in the 
ever-changing formats of laser disc, CD-Rom, cable 
modem, and the Internet.  She was part of 
Reuters/TCI’s team to create the world’s first daily, 
interactive news journal for kids, and she oversaw 
the creation of “Yahooligans!”, Yahoo’s online 
directory of children’s web sites, the first of its kind.  
Linda later helped launch Simon and Schuster’s Red 
Rocket, an e-commerce site for children’s educational 
toys and books.  

More recently, Linda served as a Girl Scout leader for 13 years, guiding five members of her 
troop to earn their Gold Awards, the highest achievement in Girl Scouting.  Linda is a board 
member for Science from Scientists, and she is president of The Endeavor Foundation which 
helps fund and mentor non-profits creating innovative solutions in education across the 
country. 
 
Linda recently completed her term as President of the Board for deCordova Sculpture Park 
and Museum, having shepherded the institution to financial stability with The Trustees of 
Reservations where she now serves on the Board of Directors.  The Trustees is the oldest 
non-profit conservation organization in the world.  In between all these commitments, Linda 
enjoys travel, hiking, and photography, and she plays harmonica in her local garage band.  
She and her husband, Andy Ory, have three children ranging from age 16 to 21, and they take 
joy in playing music or embarking on outdoor adventures together. 
 
Linda joined The Delegation for Friendship Among Women in 2016 just before their thrilling 
trip to Mongolia. 
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DELEGATION BOARD NEWS 
 

As you all know by now, The Delegation’s to Peru has been indefinitely postponed.  We are not 
planning to travel for at least a year.  The trip was completely planned out thanks to the 
herculean efforts of Cathi Smith.  There were no names taken, no list compiled of Delegates 
who wanted to go to Peru.  So when the time does come, the Board will send out notices once 
again and all Delegates will have an equal chance to participate.  Thank you to all of you who 
expressed such interest in the trip and offered so many wonderful suggestions of resources and 
contacts.  We sincerely hope to take advantage of those suggestions whenever we do go.  

Meanwhile, the Board is anxious for The Delegation to remain active in the world.  We have for 
some time discussed additional ways in which we can meaningfully interact with our friends 
and counterparts in other countries.  We sincerely hope to bring that intent to fruition.  This is 
meant to be a worldwide effort, involving all Delegates and the amazingly talented women we 
have met on our travels.  The Board will be meeting telephonically for three hours on June 5th 
to begin the development of a framework that will allow, encourage, and inspire all Delegates 
to play a part in the development of “virtual outreach”.  As Kim has asked in her President’s 
Letter above, please send her any thoughts or ideas you might have for this effort.       

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

PERU 
Some books and films: 
 
Eight Feet in the Andes: Travels with a Mule in Unknown Peru by Dervla 
Murphy 

 

 

Dervla Murphy travels the length of Peru with 
her 9-year-old daughter and a mule named 
Juana, from Cajamaraca, in the north, over 
1,300 miles to Cuzco. The stunning mountain 
scenery is described in vivid detail, and this is a 
humours and generous-spirited book containing 
plenty of nuggets of Peruvian culture, as well as 
the indomitable spirit of this slightly mad Irish 
woman and her adaptable and enthusiastic 
daughter. 
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Cloud Road: A Journey Through the Inca Heartland by John Harrison  

 

Author John Harrison spent 5 months walking 
through a country you won’t find on any map - the 
Andean nation. Living at over 10,000 feet for most 
of the trip, Harrison travels along the Camino Real, 
or Royal Road, hand built by the Incas over 500 
years ago. Following some of the most difficult and 
dangerous terrain in South America, his journey 
brings him to the most magical Inca site of all; 
Machu Picchu. This is great travel writing, full of 
interesting facts about Peru and the Incas. 
 

 

The Devil and Mr Casement: One Man's Struggle for Human Rights in South 
America's Heart of Darkness by Jordan Goodman  

 

Fresh from documenting the terrible atrocities 
committed by King Leopold in the Congo, human 
rights activist and anti imperialist Roger Casement 
travelled to Peru in 1910 to investigate reports of 
human rights abuse in the rubber industry. 
Casement’s findings, of tens of thousands of 
Indians dying to produce rubber, sent shockwaves 
around the world in 1912, but were soon 
overshadowed by World War One and largely 
forgotten. Jordan Goodman brings to light this 
story of corporate greed and colonial exploitation 
in this shameful episode of history. 
 

 

Death in the Andes by Mario Vargas Llosa 
 

 

 
Hailed by many as Peru's best novelist, this story by 
Vargas Llosa centres on a series of disappearances of 
workers in a remote part of the Peruvian Andes. The 
story takes in themes of worker exploitation, 
supernatural myths and the Shining Path guerrilla 
group 
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Film:  When Two Worlds Collide 
 

 

Based on the revolutionary theme, Netflix 
is currently showing the excellent 
documentary When Two Worlds Collide. 
This chronicles the bitter fight between 
indigenous tribes and government-
supported business interests in the 
Peruvian Amazon, as the government 
seeks to open the region up to mining, 
drilling and logging interests. Much of the 
film features on the ground footage taken 
by both sides of the violent conflict. 
 
 Watch When Two Worlds Collide on 
Netflix 

 
 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 
From Wikipedia, 12:11pm ET, May 13, 2020 

 

PERU 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
72,059 23,324 2,057 

United States 
Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
1,401,356 237,304 83,115 

WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
4.3 million 1.5million 293,241 
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ON THE WEB 
Delegation Facebook Page, Caroline Olstad, Delegate     
https://www.facebook.com/TheDelegationForFriendshipAmongWomen/ 
Caroline asks that if you have photos or videos or anything else you would like to share, please 
send them her way.  She also asks that you send any suggestions for other organizations that 
The Delegation can “like” to her as well.  She will be updating the Facebook page periodically. 
caroline.e.olstad@gmail.com 
 
Delegation Website, Jessica Remoloma, Webmaster) 
www.friendshipamongwomen.org 
member password:  women67 
See interesting history over the past decades including countries we’ve visited, friendships 
we’ve made and photos from the many Delegation trips and accomplishments.  
 

 
 

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
We realize that not everyone is able to accompany The Delegation on any particular trip.  
However, we all still have the opportunity to make a difference in the many lives affected in 
countries The Delegation visits by making a donation.  Such contributions allow all Delegates 
the opportunity to participate in our efforts.  Since The Delegation is a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization, you can share your generosity by making a tax-deductible donation.  We 
encourage everyone to join in and help make deeply needed improvements in all the countries 
we visit.   
 
To donate, please send a check made out to The Delegation for Friendship Among Women, 
noting on the check which project you wish as a recipient.  Donations should be mailed to:  

 
Diane Dunning, Treasurer 

300 Lewis Lane 
Ambler, Pa. 19002 

 
You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.  Thanks for your help!!  
 
 
DELEGATION TRIP UPDATES   
 
ARMENIA 
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Covid 19:  Cases Overview 
From Wikipedia, 12:11pm ET, May 13, 2020 

  

ARMENIA 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
3,718 1,500 48 

United States 
   

1,401,356 237,304 83,115 

WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 
4.3million 1.5million 293,241 

 
 

 
Carolyn Moats sent this great picture of social distancing in Armenia 

__________________________________________ 
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From Human Rights Watch, April 3, 2020 12:00AM EDT: 
Armenia: Law Restricts Privacy Amid COVID-19 Fight  
Any Limits Require Human Rights Protections 
 

 
The Parliament of Armenia adopted the bill granting the authorities broad surveillance powers to 

track coronavirus cases. 
© 2020 National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia 

 
(Berlin) – Armenia’s parliament on March 31, 2020 passed amendments giving the authorities 
very broad surveillance powers to use cellphone data for tracking coronavirus cases, Human 
Rights Watch said today. The amendments impose restrictions on the right to privacy and allow 
the authorities access to confidential medical information related to people exposed to the 
virus. 
 
As of April 2, Armenia had 663 identified cases of COVID-19. The government declared a state 
of emergency from March 16 to April 14, imposed a nationwide lockdown on March 24, and 
took other measures to contain the spread of the virus. 
 
“The Armenian government is facing a public health emergency, and technology has an 
important role to play in communicating public health messages and promoting access to 
health care,” said Giorgi Gogia, associate Europe and Central Asia director at Human Rights 
Watch. “But at the same time, the authorities need to address the ways that using mass 
surveillance undermines rights.” 
 
Parliament adopted the law on March 31 after voting it down earlier that day. 

The law requires telecommunications companies to provide the authorities with phone records 
for all of their customers, including phone numbers and the location, time, and date of their 
calls and text messages. The authorities would use that data to identify, isolate or put in self-
isolation, and monitor anyone infected with COVID-19 or those who had been in close contact 
with infected people. The authorities would obtain information by obliging health care 
providers to report data to the authorities on “people tested, infected, persons having disease 
symptoms, persons treated in hospitals or persons who had contacts with the patient” 

The government says that the law would allow the authorities to collect only phone records, 
and that they will not have access to the content of customers’ private communications. But 
such information can contain sensitive and revealing insights about an individual’s identity, 
location, behavior, associations, and activities, Human Rights Watch said. 
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While restrictions on the right to privacy to contain the pandemic may be permissible, the 
government must ensure that such restrictions are lawful, necessary, and proportionate. 
The law requires the destruction of call records and other obtained data after the state of 
emergency ends. However, the government should also consider imposing strict limits on the 
collection of phone records, the purposes for which they are used or aggregated, and the 
agencies or officials that may access such information. People should also be made aware when 
their data has been collected. 

 

The government should also establish stringent security protocols that minimize the risk of data 
breaches and protect people’s digital safety, Human Rights Watch said. 

If the state of emergency persists over a prolonged period, the government should regularly 
review whether phone records that are no longer relevant should be destroyed. Activists 
criticized the bill for not being necessary and effective to prevent the virus’s spread. 

Armenia’s Ombudsperson has also expressed concerns that the law lacks adequate human 
rights guarantees.   

 

 
The Parliament of Armenia debates a bill that would allow for interference with privacy rights. 

© 2020 National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia 
 

Armenia’s constitution protects the right to privacy of telecommunications and medical 
information. International law, including the European Convention on Human Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, also protect against arbitrary or unlawful 
interference in “privacy, family, home or correspondence.” Armenia is a party to both, but 
deposited derogations, or exceptions, on March 20, after it declared the state of emergency. 

“Armenia’s authorities have been respecting COVID-19 patients’ privacy rights thus far,” Gogia 
said. “But, so they do not undermine the trust that is needed for an effective public health 
response, they should explain how they will continue to do so and ensure that these digital 
surveillance measures are strictly in line with long-established human rights safeguards.” 

___________________ 
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And from The World Bank: 

World Bank Supports Armenia to Combat the Human Impact of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 
YEREVAN, April 3, 2020 – In response to the rapid spread of the COVID-19 pandemic globally, 
and recently in Armenia, the World Bank is supporting the Government’s response to protect 
its people amid the coronavirus outbreak. At the request of the Ministry of Health of Armenia, 
the World Bank has allocated $3 million to address the country’s urgent needs for equipment 
and supplies needed for the intensive care of people with a confirmed COVID-19 
diagnosis. These funds are supporting the procurement of 50 artificial pulmonary ventilation 
(APV) devices worth $1.35 million under the ongoing Disease Prevention and Control Project 
(DPCP).  

This procurement became possible due to the application of the streamlined procedures of the 
World Bank in emergency situations. The technical expertise provided by the World Bank 
helped to carry out rapid market analysis to ensure value for money amid acute shortages in 
global supply of medical equipment and increasing prices. As a result, Armenia’s health 
system will be equipped with additional high-quality devices necessary for treating an 
increasing number of confirmed COVID-19 cases. 

"In these dramatic times the Bank stands ready to support the country’s response to help 
mitigate the impact of the pandemic,” says Sylvie Bossoutrot, World Bank Country Manager for 
Armenia. “I would like to recognize the unprecedented dedication of health professionals 
in Armenia to protect the people. I would also like to strongly encourage each citizen of 
Armenia to strictly abide by the requirements of these emergency times and observe social 
distancing and isolation measures aimed at minimizing the impact of the pandemic.” 

Similar arrangements will be applied to purchase additional ventilators, as well as personal 
protective equipment to address immediate healthcare needs. In addition, the World Bank 
stands ready to reprogram parts of its active ongoing portfolio in Armenia to support 
the government’s response to COVID-19 in various areas.   

The World Bank’s financial and technical support is closely coordinated with that of other 
international organizations and development finance institutions. In particular, the above 
equipment will be procured directly through United Nations agencies’ supply channels in view 
of the current constraints for these types of medical emergency equipment in the global 
market. 

The World Bank Group is rolling out a $14 billion fast-track package to strengthen the COVID-19 
response in developing countries and shorten the time to recovery. The immediate response 
includes financing, policy advice and technical assistance to help countries cope with the health 
and economic impacts of the pandemic. The IFC is providing $8 billion in financing to help 
private companies affected by the pandemic and preserve jobs. IBRD and IDA are making an 
initial US$6 billion available for the health-response.  As countries need broader support, the 
World Bank Group will deploy up to $160 billion over 15 months to protect the poor and 
vulnerable, support businesses, and bolster economic recovery. 
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PRESS RELEASE NO: 2020/ECA/78  

Contacts: 

Yerevan 
Vigen Sargsyan 
+374 10) 594 – 244   
vsargsyan@worldbank.org 
 

WASHINGTON 
Sona Panajyan 
202-473-9751 
spanajyan@worldbank.org 
 

 

 

THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 
From Wikipedia, 12:11pm ET, May 13, 2020 

 

THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

647 372 11 

United States 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

1,401,356 237,304 83,115 

WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

4.3 million 1.5 million 293,241 
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Carolyn Moats shared this story from The Washington Times, Wednesday, April 22, 2020: 

 

 
Georgia Vice Prime Minister Maya Tskitishvili. 

(Photo compliments/nation of Georgia)  
 

Coronavirus success story: The nation of Georgia 
Georgia Vice Prime Minister Maya Tskitishvili explains why 
By Tim Constantine -  
Wednesday, April 22, 2020 

ANALYSIS/OPINION: 
Coronavirus continues to ravage the globe with more than 2.6 million confirmed cases 
worldwide and closing in on 200,000 deaths. Some locations have suffered far worse than 
others. Italy has seen 25,000 deaths. Spain has suffered 22,000 deaths, France has 21,000 and 
the United States, with the world’s third largest population, has lost 46,000 and counting. 

What seems to have escaped world media attention however is that the fight against COVID-19 
has success stories as well, perhaps none more impressive than the country of Georgia. 
Sandwiched in between Russia and Turkey, Georgia has a population of 3.75 million people. 

At the time this column was submitted for publishing, Georgia had only five deaths from 
coronavirus. You read that correctly. Five. 

How is this possible? What explains Georgia’s tremendous success in this battle for the good 
health of its people? Georgia’s Vice Prime Minister Maya Tskitishvili sat down with me recently 
and explained. Ms. Tskitishvili is a Georgian economist and in addition to being the current vice 
prime minister she also serves as the minister of Regional Development and Infrastructure. 

When asked what has made things different in her country than so many places around the 
globe Ms. Tskitishvili said there were multiple things. “We have addressed this challenge by 
taking it seriously from the very beginning. First, it was very early when we made decisions, 
second was our careful listening to our health care professionals.” When communicating with 
the public, “We were quite attentive and very clear and consistent in the corona locations.” She 
says the most important pieces may be “the things we were doing all together - the whole 
population of Georgia.” The vice prime minister points out the officials in charge of the  
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government response were very responsive and Georgia’s people listened. “We have very 
responsible citizens and with that mutual accord we managed to really stand ready to cope 
with the virus.” 

The Georgian people may be better prepared to deal with an unexpected challenge and to 
listen to their government than the populations of many countries. The last two generations of 
Georgians have faced multiple conflicts and difficulties, both internally and from outside forces. 

In the early 1990s, after the Soviet Union had been dissolved, Georgia was a newly independent 
nation. Not long after their first leader was elected, civil war broke out. The fallout impacted 
the entire nation. In 2008, five days of war exploded between Georgia and Russia. To say the 
people of Georgia are responsive and resilient to the unexpected would be an 
understatement. Ms. Tskitishvili summarizes, “Georgia has been through difficult times so the 
need to live and adapt in difficult times, of course, makes us more united, makes us stronger.” 

Ms. Tskitishvili gives some of the credit for Georgia’s successful battle against coronavirus to 
the United States. The U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency has worked hand in hand with 
Georgia on preparedness training for radiological, nuclear, biological and other threats. She 
says that training has played a role in Georgia’s reaction. “We’ve been feeling help and support 
from the US for many years, almost 30 years. The training the US Defense Threat Agency 
provided helped us to be more prepared for the coronavirus. The people they trained are 
health care professionals. They are very well trained and respected. The Lugar Center, through 
our national center for disease control, was trained by the US. (They) were the national 
frontrunners in the battle against the coronavirus”. 

The Lugar Center to which she refers is the Richard G. Lugar Center for Public Health Research. 
It is home to the Georgian National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) and 
the U.S. Army Medical Research Directorate-Georgia (USAMRD-G), an overseas infectious 
disease laboratory of the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR). Though the U.S. 
government-funded the construction of the Lugar Center with $150 million (overseen by the 
U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency), the facility is owned and operated by the Georgian 
government. 

The vice prime minister is clearly proud of her national team. “Thanks to the efforts of our 
National Healthcare Center we were better prepared. Our state institutions were able to be 
very careful with their response. We were able to be preventive and make all the responses up 
to date which led to the type of success we’re having.” 

Georgia may have enjoyed more success on the health front than many nations, but they are 
still taking a cautious approach to reopening their economy. Ms. Tskitishvili talks of two 
priorities. “Our primary goal is to care about the health of our people, but also the health of our 
economy is equally important. In all the countries of the world, we’re trying to find a balance 
between these two priority interests.” 
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Similar to in the U.S., the Georgian government announced an early economic stimulus package 
that included: 

* Hundreds of millions of dollars in direct aid to businesses; 
* Deferring payment of property taxes and income taxes for several month 
* Providing VAT refunds to businesses to help with cash flow 
* Emergency funds flowing into hospitals and the health care system 
* Working with international partners, including the U.S., EU and World Bank, which have 
provided emergency funding to help Georgian during this crisis. 

As for an official reopening Tskitishvili says caution is the watch word, “Based on the health 
care data, we will assess the situation in our country. We would prefer not to rush ourselves, 
but to be careful. We need to be ready to emerge as soon as the spread of the virus becomes 
more controlled and the risks are lower.” 

The nation of Georgia is one of the most beautiful places on earth and relies heavily on tourism 
as an essential part of its economy. Its cautious and successful approach to dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic may make them even more attractive in the coming months as people all 
over the world decide where and when they may feel safe traveling. The option of traveling to a 
stunning location combined with the fact coronavirus barely reared its ugly head there may put 
Georgia at the top of leisure travel destinations for the immediate future. 

The vice prime minister welcomes that possibility, but remains focused on keeping the health 
and well-being of her people on the same successful track. “We look forward to seeing visitors 
when the time is right.”   Copyright © 2020 The Washington Times, LLC. 

 

     
Sopho Makashvili 

April 30 at 1:31 AM 
 

    

Hi Susan!! 🙂��❤❤ My family and I are ok.  Like the rest of the world we are in 
quarantine (isolation appears to be difficult 🤫).  I miss working but most of the people are 
like this so no complaints; trying to hold on and stay safe 🙂.  How are you? I know the 
scale of the virus is bigger there,,,,, keep safe!!  After the virus is done, we will revive 
again. 🙂🙂 Thanks for remembering!!  I think of you too...especially when I wear the 
earrings!! ❤❤☺☺ 
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MONGOLIA  

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 
From Wikipedia, 12:11pm ET, May 13, 2020 

 

MONGOLIA 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

42 13 0 

United States 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

1,401,356 237,304 83,115 

WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

4.3million 1.5million 293,241 

____________________ 

 

From The Diplomat, April 6, 2020 
Mongolia Finds a Silver Living in the COVID-19 Crisis  
Mongolia has yet to be hit hard by the pandemic, but the precautions taken have substantially 
decreased other incidences of disease. 

By Anandsaikhan Nyamdavaa 

This article is free 

The Diplomat has removed paywall restrictions on our coverage of the COVID–19 crisis. 

 
Credit: Office of the President, Mongolia 
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The winter of 2018-2019 was a tough flu season in Mongolia. The H1N1 virus was the main 
culprit. It is a nasty virus strain that causes a lot of hospitalizations and deaths. The rate of 
hospitalizations, especially among children below 5, was so high that it exceeded the beds 
available for pediatric hospitals in Ulaanbaatar by 70 percent. During January of 2019, 1,700 
children were hospitalized, while there were only 977 pediatric beds available in the capital. 

 

A visitor to pediatric hospitals during the outbreak would see chaotic and overcrowded wards, 
with small children crying everywhere and distraught parents trying to soothe them. And these 
were only the severe cases. According to estimates, during the worst months, kindergartens 
and primary schools had almost 50 percent of kids absent because of the flu. 

The 2019-2020 flu season was promising to be even more challenging than the previous one, 
because of the prevalence of the H3N2 flu. The H3N2 strain is an even more severe form of flu 
that is especially dangerous to at-risk groups such as older adults and younger children. 

Hospitals began preparing by doubling the number of beds available for children. And flu 
season didn’t “disappoint” – it started early and by winter, 62 percent of all emergency calls 
related to children were because of the H3N2 flu. In Ulaanbaatar, 14 percent of all hospital 
visits were because of the flu; nationwide the numbers ranged from 8 to 30 percent. The beds 
were starting to fill fast. By the beginning of February 2020, 1,169 children were hospitalized 
because of the flu. Attendance at schools and kindergartens had dropped significantly. 

But at the beginning of January 2020, reports on a new coronavirus in Wuhan – causing a 
disease later named COVID-19 — started to come in. At that time, the Chinese government had 
reported more than 800 cases of the new virus and dozens of deaths. 

Because of the country’s close proximity to China, the Mongolian government made an 
unprecedented decision to close all schools and kindergartens starting from January 25. The 
closures were originally intended to last a month, but were later extended to April 30. All 
classes are now conducted via TV and the internet. 

The government also closed the border with China and all air traffic was later stopped. All 
passengers who arrived to Mongolia on special chartered flights from Germany, Russia, South 
Korea, and Japan were screened and put into a 14-day quarantine, which was later extended to 
21 days. The quarantine worked, as 13 people out of the 1,000 who arrived tested positive for 
COVID-19. There has been no local transmission of coronavirus cases in Mongolia, and no 
deaths, so far. 

Meanwhile, COVID-19 preparations had an impact on the flu season, too. H3N2 flu cases 
dropped 90 percent. During the start of the flu season last year almost 12.7 percent of all 
hospital visits were due to the flu; this year it was 1.8 percent. 

Another unexpected benefit was the drop in gastrointestinal infections among children. 
Children were staying home and washing their hands properly before eating food. As a result, 
there have been no cases of gastrointestinal infections registered this year so far. 

So. strange as it may seem, there have actually been some positive impacts due to the COVID-
19 quarantine. 

Anandsaikhan Nyamdavaa is an independent consultant based in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 
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RWANDA 

Covid 19:  Cases Overview 
From Wikipedia, 12:11pm ET, May 13, 2020 

 

RWANDA 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

286 153 0 

United States 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

1,401,356 237,304 83,115 

WORLDWIDE 

Confirmed Recovered Deaths 

4.3million 1.5million 293,241 

_____________________ 

 

In a message from Holly Jobe, The Akilah Newsletter: 

 
 

A Message from our CEO & Co-Founder Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes | April 15, 2020 
 
Dear friends, 

2020 was supposed to be our year of Decennial celebrations and expansion. Like every 
organization, our plans have changed significantly. Am I disappointed? Yes. Discouraged? No. 
I’m more hopeful than ever before. Why? 

Over the past month, our community has proven that we live out our Culture Code values in the 
good times and most importantly, the bad times. 

Our commitment to creating an affordable, scalable, and market relevant model of global 
higher education is unwavering. I will spend the next 30 years focused on this goal.  
 
I'm energized by our faculty's indefatigable drive to Seek to Serve our studnts and to provide a 
transformational education. 
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A quick pivot to distance learning could be challenging, but our team seized the opportunity to 
Make it Shine after Rwanda's lockdown began on March 21st. Despite limitations with internet 
connection and electricity, our students continued to go above and beyond in their projects. 
 
We've spent the last few years investing in blended learning and competency-based education 
programs. While we miss the energy of campus life, we were prepared to navigate this 
transition and ensure minimal academic disruption. 

Until we can reopen campus, our faculty will do everything possible to continue to support our 
students, including virtual clubs and career coaching. 
 
We continue to practice Radical Transparency about our finances. Due to a significant 
downturn in our fundraising revenue, we have implemented a series of difficult measures 
including salary cuts for every employee, contract suspensions, and a pause on our Malawi 
expansions. Highest paid employees are taking the largest reductions. Employees will maintain 
their health care benefits, and those with suspended contracts will receive a monthly stipend to 
cover basic needs. As CEO, I have never taken a salary. 

This is a joint sacrifice by every team member as we strive to be financially conservative. We 
hope to normalize contracts, full campus operations, and expansion as soon as possible. 
 
In the midst of this challening season, we still Cut the Cake and celebrate monumental 
milestones. 
 
11,000 young women and men have already applied to join our Class of 2022 at Davis College 
and Akilah. 
 
More than ever, we need resilient leaders who will rebuild their communities, create 
sustainable ventures and reimagine existing institutions. Our students are those leaders, and 
we know they will play a critical role in instilling hope throughout this crisis and in a post-
pandemic world. 
 
We have raised $135,000 of our $150,000 campaign. Every dollar will be matched by a board 
member. Will you join us by making a $50 monthly or one-time gift?  

Thank you for believing in the extraordinary potential of our students, and a brighter, bolder 
future. 
 
With gratitude, 

Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes 
CEO & Co-founder 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
A Message from our CEO & Co-Founder, Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes | March 30, 2020 
Dear friends, 
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Like many of you, the last two weeks have been the most difficult of my career. 

I am sad and scared of the devastation our world will witness in the coming months. 

African countries are experiencing exponential growth of coronavirus. It’s only a matter of time 
before it spreads across the continent in full force. 

Hundreds of millions of people live in crowded settlements or refugee camps without running 
water or electricity. Hospitals have one intensive care unit bed per one million people. Health 
systems will be rapidly overwhelmed.  

Some governments are attempting to enforce national lockdowns in urban areas, but the 
economic impact is severe. There are no social safety nets or stimulus packages to ease the 
fallout. 

Social distancing is a luxury. It means you can afford to stay home or you are in the tiny 
percentage of people with a job that can be done at home. 
 
Handwashing is a luxury. It means you have running water. Most Africans must choose between 
protecting themselves from infection and feeding their families. 

During this dire time, what gives me hope? 

Women like Divine who will graduate from Akilah this year. Divine is a student leader, and 
founder of a social enterprise that supports orphans in her community. 

During this season of economic breakdown and tragic loss of human life, women like Divine are 
needed more than ever to rebuild the social fabric and inspire hope. 

Since the Rwandan government closed schools two weeks ago, our faculty have worked 
tirelessly to support students. This is logistically complex as most of our students don’t have 
internet or electricity. 

Our commitment to our students remains unwavering and we are doing everything we can to 
minimize disruption to their education. 

Our Decennial fundraisers were cancelled and a large amount of committed funding has been 
retracted. 

We are now facing the most serious financial challenge in our institution’s history. 

Our board of directors is responding to this global crisis by matching $150,000 in donations 
made by April 30th. 

Whether you can make a monthly contribution of $50 or provide an annual scholarship of 
$3,000, every dollar makes an impact. 

With deep gratitude, 

Elizabeth Dearborn Hughes 
CEO & Co-founder 

------------------------------------------------------ 
A Message from our Board of Directors | March 18, 2020 
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While 2020 began as our year of bold expansion, we are now experiencing the most serious 
financial challenge in our history. 

Due to the coronavirus, four fundraisers were cancelled or postponed, including our New York 
City Decennial Gala. A large amount of committed funding has since been retracted due to the 
economic downturn, resulting in a painful and unexpected impact to our operating budget this 
year. 

As longtime supporters of Akilah and now Davis College, we have witnessed the 
transformational impact of education on the lives of countless young women and their families. 

As the virus spreads in Africa, the most catastrophic impacts will be felt by families who do not 
have access to an education, healthcare, or clean water. 

The life changing opportunity of an education is needed now more than ever. 

As a board of directors, we are responding to this global crisis by matching $150,000 in 
donations made by April 30th. 

Whether you can give a scholarship to a new student at $3,000 or make a monthly contribution 
of $50 or $100, every single dollar makes a huge difference. 

Will you join us at this critical time and lend your support to this beloved institution? 

Sincerely, 

Dr. May Kay Vona 
Merrin Jenkins 
Annette Tryde Akman  

 

“When life is very hard, and everything seems to be impossible, we do not have to give up. Even 
when I had no food, I had to attend class and submit my assignments on time. The challenges I 
faced inspired me to work harder. There is no excuse that should limit anyone from achieving 
their goals. One must remain focused and resilient. I am a living testimony because I did not 
allow my limits to challenge me. 

I instead challenged my limits, and that is why I am graduating as the valedictorian of the Class 
of 2019. I am determined to continue to seize opportunities that will enable me to attain 
greater heights.” 

— Jeannine Mukabashimye, Valedictorian, Class of 2019 

SUPPORT AKILAH AND DAVIS COLLEGE NOW 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR CAMPUS UPDATES AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS 

TWITTER | FACEBOOK | INSTAGRAM  
Project Akilah, Inc. dba Akilah Foundation 
501c3 Nonprofit Organization 
TAX ID #26-0770655 
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1120 20th St NW STE #500N-2  
Washington, District Of Columbia 20036 
United States 
www.akilahinstitute.org 
917-719-3110 
 

____________________________________ 
 
 

On another note, Jo Von Tiehl sent these fabulous photos of Rwandan weaving.  She writes:  

Dear All, 

Wishing you are all well.  Was so pleased to recognize Rwandan weaving for sale in our great local 
independent book store, Vroman’s (Pasadena, California).  Am sure it will please the hearts of 
those Delegates who visited Rwanda.   

Warmest, Jo 
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EDITOR’S SIGN-OFF 

Thank you all for your contributions.  The newsletter would not exist without your help.  Please 
continue to send me items, and please include any news about yourself that you would like to 
share.   It is such a delight to edit this newsletter.  It makes me feel like I am getting to know 
each of you a bit better.  I look forward to meeting and traveling with you to Peru.   

All my best wishes, Susan 

smccrawhelms@cox.net 

 

With thanks to Desiree Hannah, our talented technical editor. 


