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MISSION STATEMENT 

“The Delegation for Friendship Among Women is a non-political organization that nurtures 
friendship between women from the U.S. and other countries and seeks nuanced 
understanding of women’s work and lives throughout the world. 

The Delegation accomplishes its mission primarily by self-funded study trips to countries 
where formal relations with the U.S. are often in transition. Delegates meet with a variety of 
notable women with whom we exchange ideas and solutions, as well as links to relevant 
resources. Upon returning to the United States, Delegation members continue the purposeful 
dialogue with the women abroad and share knowledge and insights with other U.S. citizens 
through speeches and articles." 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Page                            Item 
1 Title/Mission/In This Issue 
2 President’s Letter 
3 Board/Delegate Profiles 
4-6 Delegation Board News 
6 On The Web:  Accessing Delegation Facebook and Web Page 
7 Donation Opportunities 
7- 
7-11 
11-12 
13-14 
15 

Delegation Trip Updates 
• Armenia  
• The Republic of Georgia 
• Mongolia 
• Rwanda 

16 Members Updates 
16 Editor’s Sign-Off 

    
    
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK     

 



 

2 
 

 

 

 

Kim Harms, President 

Dear Delegates, 
 
As the summer approaches, The Delegation Board is busy planning our next Delegation trip.  At 
this time, we have focused our attention on the South American Countries of Peru or Chile.  
This summer both Embassies will be visited, and we will focus on matching the needs of the 
country we select with the talents and knowledge of the Delegates we send.   
 
We are also considering developing a webinar series, possibly revisiting the recipients of the 
Mary Pomeroy Award and posting those programs on our website.  In this way, we can share 
our experiences of friendship among women with a broader audience. 
 
From a personal perspective, I will be visiting Rwanda again to attend the wedding of a young 
Dental Therapist, Fabrice.  Many of the Delegates that visited Rwanda were able to meet 
Fabrice, and I will keep you all posted on the details of a three-day Rwandan Wedding!  I also 
hope to reconnect with some of the mentees we developed from the Akilah Institute.  Please 
let me know if you have the contact information from a mentee so that we can include her in 
the reunion.  
 
I will also be connecting with Delegation contact, Ceeya Bolman, and Team Heart.  We have 
previously worked together to develop a system to provide dental care for her post-valve 
surgery patients, and I hope to be able to work together again to share information at an Oral 
Health Care Summit the dental school is supporting.  It is amazing how our small Delegation of 
women can connect on so many levels. 
 
Please share with us any ideas you may have for webinar development, Rwandan Contacts, 
Peru or Chile contacts, or any other topics related to our Delegation. 
 
It is going to be a great year! 
 
Kim Harms 
Board President 
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BOARD/DELEGATE PROFILES 

This section is an attempt to help all of us get to know each other a bit better.  In each issue of 
the Newsletter, I hope to include a profile of a Delegate and a past or present Board Member. 
 

Delegate Violet Mitchell-Enos,  
Scottsdale, Arizona 
 

Since 2001, Violet has worked for the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC), most recently 
as the Director of Health and Human Services.   Violet 
has worked for a number of Indian tribes and Indian 
organizations in Arizona throughout her professional 
career, including serving as Community Manager of her 
own tribe.  Her primary focus has been on child abuse 
prevention/intervention, women’s and family issues, 
substance abuse prevention/intervention, conflict 
resolution, and economic development.  Violet has 
degrees in Social Work and has studied Law.  She is 
widely recognized as a deeply devoted and effective 
advocate for American Indian communities and 
intergovernmental policy issues. 

 

Delegate, Nancy Uscher 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 

Since the summer of 2016, Nancy has been the Dean of 
the College of Fine Arts and a Presidential Professor of 
Music at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas.  She was 
previously the President of Seattle’s Cornish College of 
the Arts.  A concert violist, Uscher earned her 
bachelor’s degree in music at the Eastman School of 
Music of the University of Rochester in Rochester, New 
York, her master’s degree in music at the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook, and her Ph.D. 
from New York University. She also holds a certificate 
of advanced study and A.R.C.M. from the Royal College 
of Music in London and also studied at The Juilliard 
School in New York City.  Nancy had an international 
career as a violist that spanned more than two decades, 
including six years as co-principal violist of the 
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra. She has authored 
dozens of articles, mainly for music publications, and 
two books. 
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DELEGATION BOARD NEWS 

The Delegation Board is in the beginning phases of the planning work that is being done for The 
Delegation’s next trip.  No final decision has yet been made on the specific country; however, 
the choice has been narrowed to either Chile or Peru.  Visits to the United States (US) 
Department of State and the Peruvian and Chilean Embassies will be conducted this summer.  
After those visits are completed, the Board will make a final decision and the detailed work of 
planning the trip can begin.  The Board is making every effort to gather important information 
concerning the status of women and the issues they face in these two countries.  As part of that 
effort, Delegation President, Kim Harms, has written to the former President of Chile, Michelle 
Bachelet.  We hope to get some valuable input from Ms. Bachelet.   
 
Carolyn Moats sent the following article about Ms. Bachelet.   
 

 
Michelle Bachelet 

August 8, 2018, New York Times 

The leader of the United Nations said on Wednesday that he had picked Michelle Bachelet, a 
prominent women’s rights advocate and the first woman to serve as Chile’s president, to be the 
organization’s next top human rights official. 

The announcement by Secretary General António Guterres ended the uncertainty over who 
would replace Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, a Jordanian prince and longtime diplomat who became 
one of the most forthright critics of abuses by governments in many countries, including the 
United States, during his four years as the high commissioner for human rights. 

Mr. al-Hussein said in December that he would not be seeking an extension of his term, which 
expires next month. He told colleagues that “to do so, in the current geopolitical context, might 
involve bending a knee in supplication.” 
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Ms. Bachelet, 66, who was imprisoned and tortured during Chile’s right-wing dictatorship and 
years later became a pediatrician and politician, will be stepping into a particularly difficult and 
contentious role at the 193-member organization. 

Efforts to reach Ms. Bachelet in Chile were not immediately successful. 

The change comes as the Trump administration has taken an increasingly dim view of human 
rights diplomacy at the United Nations. The administration withdrew from the Human Rights 
Council in June, partly over the frequent criticism of Israel and other actions that the 
administration described as two-faced. 

After Mr. al-Hussein’s office criticized the White House over the practice of separating children 
from parents to deter undocumented immigrants, Nikki R. Haley, the American ambassador, 
angrily accused it of ignorance and hypocrisy. 

Ms. Haley had a measured reaction to the choice of Ms. Bachelet. 

“The failures of the Human Rights Council make the Secretary-General’s selection of a new High 
Commissioner for Human Rights all the more important,” she said in a statement. “It is 
incumbent on the Secretary-General’s choice, Ms. Bachelet, to avoid the failures of the past.” 

Human rights advocates welcomed the choice of Ms. Bachelet. 

“As a victim herself, she brings a unique perspective to the role on the importance of a vigorous 
defense of human rights,” Kenneth Roth, the executive director of Human Rights Watch, said in 
a statement. “People worldwide will depend on her to be a public and forceful champion, 
especially where offenders are powerful.” 

Ms. Bachelet became involved in Chilean human rights activism practically at the onset of Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship in September 1973. She was studying medicine at the 
University of Chile and active in the Socialist party when a military coup toppled the 
government of Salvador Allende. 

Her father, a general in the air force, was arrested and tortured by subordinates and died in 
prison of heart failure in March 1974. Ms. Bachelet and her mother, Ángela Jeria, were 
detained by Chile’s secret security agency in January 1975 and tortured for weeks. 

After their release, Ms. Bachelet and her mother spent years in exile. She returned to Chile in 
1979, finished school and became a pediatrician and public health advocate, specializing in 
children traumatized by political violence. She later held positions in the government, including 
health minister and defense minister, and was president from 2006 to 2010 and again from 
2014 until this year. 
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Between her presidential terms, Ms. Bachelet was an under-secretary general of the United 
Nations and the first executive director of U.N. Women, an organization that promotes gender 
equality. 

In conversations with journalists in recent days, Mr. al-Hussein spoke of the pressures he felt as 
an outspoken critic of repressive world leaders. He said Mr. Guterres had from time to time 
asked if he could have chosen less provocative language, but did not insist that the high 
commissioner change his words. “I saw it as advice from a friend,” Mr. al-Hussein said. 

He also maintained that as the world body’s top human rights advocate, he did not want to err 
on the side of silence and regret it later. “Silence does not earn you respect,” he told journalists 
in a news conference last week. “If I’m going to make a mistake I’d rather make a mistake 
speaking out.” 

In an interview on Friday with the New York Times editorial board, Mr. al-Hussein said it should 
be part of the position’s responsibilities to be outspoken regardless of who is offended. “I don’t 
see how you can do the job otherwise,” he said. 

Pascale Bonnefoy and Nick Cumming-Bruce contributed reporting. 
A version of this article appears in print on Aug. 8, 2018, on Page A4 of the New York edition 
with the headline: U.N. Leader Picks Chilean For Rights Job.com The New York Times  

 

ON THE WEB 

Delegation Facebook Page, Caroline Olstad, Delegate     
https://www.facebook.com/TheDelegationForFriendshipAmongWomen/ 
Caroline asks that if you have photos or videos or anything else you would like to share, please 
send them her way.  She also asks that you send any suggestions for other organizations that 
The Delegation can “like” to her as well.  She will be updating the Facebook page periodically. 
caroline.e.olstad@gmail.com 
 
Delegation Website, Jessica Remoloma, Webmaster) 
www.friendshipamongwomen.org 
member password:  women67 
See interesting history over the past decades including countries we’ve visited, friendships 
we’ve made and photos from the many Delegation trips and accomplishments.  
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 

We realize that not every Delegate is able to accompany The Delegation on any particular trip.  
However all Delegates still have the opportunity to make a difference in the many lives affected 
in countries The Delegation visits by making a donation.  Such contributions allow all Delegates 
the opportunity to participate in our efforts.  Since The Delegation is a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization, you can share your generosity while receiving a receipt that documents tax 
deductibility. We encourage everyone to join in and help make deeply needed improvements in 
all the countries we visit.   
 
To donate, please send a check made out to The Delegation for Friendship Among Women, 
noting on the check which project you wish as a recipient.  Donations should be mailed to:  
 

Diane Dunning, Treasurer 
300 Lewis Lane 

Ambler, Pa. 19002 

You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.  Thanks for your help!!  
 

DELEGATION TRIP UPDATES   

Please note any time you see an * below.   These are just the kinds of collaborations in which 
The Delegation excels.  Feel free to pass on all this information to your friends, families and 
connections.  And if anything blossoms from your efforts, please let us know. 

ARMENIA 

VERY big news from Mara Matosian in an email to Carolyn Moats: 

Finally, a dream come true!  Today, the All Armenia Fund, The Ministry of Social Affairs, and The 
Women’s Support Center signed an agreement to train and prepare six domestic violence 
support centers in Armenia based on international best practices methodology.  We fought for 
this for years so that we can prevent domestic violence and offer protection to victims.  Many 
thanks to people with commitment and vision – Minister Zara Batoyan, Deputy Minister Zhanna 
Andreasyan, Director of Himnadram Haykak Arshamayan, Vera Siserian, and Himnadram donor 
Srpug Sarkisian. 
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WOMEN’S SUPPORT CENTER 
Spring 2019 Newsletter  

 
Welcome to our e-newsletter designed to keep you informed of our current activities. Below 
we highlight the work we’ve carried out in the past few months to ensure the safety of 
women and children victims of domestic violence and advocate for change. Engage with us 
by following our Facebook page, website, and contacting us. We would love to hear from 
you! 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COUNCIL 
 

We started off 2019 in “New Armenia” with many interesting and encouraging initiatives by 
the government. The new Minister of Labor and Social Affairs Zaruhi Batoyan has an in-depth 
understanding of domestic violence and is open to collaboration with civil society.  
She chaired the first Domestic 
Violence Council, where WSC 
representatives addressed many 
underlying issues with inefficient 
government action and poor 
state decisions and mechanisms. 
We are presently preparing 
amendments to the domestic 
violence and are hopeful that 
these changes will be presented 
to the parliament this year. 
 

 

 
FEMICIDE CONFERENCE 

 

WSC lawyer Nona Galstyan was the main presenter at the Femicide Conference, which was 
organized by the Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women and took place on February 19 in 
Yerevan. Nona identified gaps in the criminal law and how the new law is ineffective and 
insufficient in addressing and punishing domestic violence. 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY  
 

For the first time in Armenia, on the 
occasion of the International 
Women’s Day (March 8th), Deputy 
Chairperson of the Armenian 
Parliament Lena Nazaryan organized 
a hearing on women’s issues with 
MPs and civil society representatives. 
We were proud participants at that 
significant event, where instead of 
praising women for their beauty and 
domestic roles, the issue of women’s 
rights was highlighted. We are truly 
hopeful that the changes we are 
seeing at a state level will translate to 
greater rights for women in Armenia. 
 

 

SUCCESS STORY 
 

Our shelter has been full to date. Recently Anna came to our safe house with her 5 children. 
The shelter had at that time 2 babies under 6 months and 9 children under 7 years old. 
During the 2 months she stayed at our shelter, Anna regained her strength, the children were 
treated for various illnesses and with the help of the social worker we reconciled Anna with 
her parental family so she can live with them away from her violent husband.  The criminal 
case is on-going. 
 
Those who haven’t already read our 2018 Annual Report can find it 
here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wRXrxQ6nu-J3lajoczd1_RL03UPSkrff/view   

 
Copyright © 2017 Women's Support Center - Yerevan, Armenia, All rights reserved 
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Thanks to all for these pictures from our final day in Armenia.    

             
 

We visited The Diaconia Charitable Fund outside of Yerevan, Armenia which is located on 15 
hectares of land with 75 homes.  The Delegation was the first group from the U.S. to visit, and 
we were treated royally.  Our host and founder of the organization, Baru Jambazian, explained 
that the Diaconia Charitable Fund was established to work with survivors of the 1989 
earthquake as well as other families impacted by war, poverty, and misfortune.  The Fund has 
built homes, provided health care, food aid, and mental health access, founded workshops to 
teach skills, and provided support for disabled children and talented young artists and 
musicians.  Delegates were treated to a wonderful lunch, during which we were entertained by 
a number of the children.  We then visited a family who lived in the settlement.  We were all 
moved and impressed by the Fund’s efforts.  As we had already presented our Mary Pomeroy 
Awards, we took up a spontaneous collection and were able to present a gift to Baru to help 
continue the work of the Fund. 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9lsa6xjsa9a3rmh/Diaconia_ENG.mp4?dl=0 
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We made our very last stop in Armenia at the home of Mrs. Hripsimeh in Ashtarak, located on 
the southern slope of Mount Aragats.  Mrs. Hripsimeh lives in a 170 year-old home, the oldest 
in Ashtarak.  At one time, Mrs. Hripsimeh hosted a cooking show on Armenian television, and 
she provided us with a cooking class in her garden, teaching us how to make summer dolmas, 
lentil soup, and a delicious sweet.  We were then guided into her wine cellar for a gorgeous 
meal which included the dishes we had watched being prepared. 
 

 
The Genocide Memorial outside Yerevan, Armenia 

 

THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

One of the highlights of our trip to The Republic of Georgia was meeting Ketevan Mindorashvili 
in Signagi, Georgia.   

Ketevan is a professional chef and owner of the restaurant, Pheasant’s Tears.  We had the 
absolute pleasure of enjoying meals she and her staff prepared twice, once at her husband’s 
vineyard for lunch and once at her restaurant.   However, as well as being an amazing chef, 
Ketevan is the founder of ZEDASHE, an incredible polyphonic group which specializes in 
traditional Georgian music, songs, and chants.  The group joined us for dinner and played and 
danced throughout our meal.  It was fabulous.   I recently heard from Ketevan and she told me 
that ZEDASHE will be touring in the United States in October 2019.  They did not yet have a firm 
schedule, but keep a lookout.   ZEDASHE has several CD’s available through Amazon.   Check 
out ZEDASHE on YouTube. * 
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Ketevan Mindorashvili 
Zedashe - Amiranis Perkhuli (Official Music Video) - YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAXjY1kLd4U 
▶ 2:37 

 
And for a real treat, click on the video below for a tongue twister in Georgian presented by our 
wonderful Georgian guide, Sopho.  

 

Ekaterine Kheladze from Women for Tomorrow (W4T) has been in touch to say that W4T is 
working on a new project – the translation of Michelle Obama’s book, BECOMING, into 
Georgian.  W4T was one of The Delegation’s Mary Pomeroy Award winners in Georgia.   
Ekaterine asked for help identifying who they should contact in the US to obtain the rights for 
such a translation, as they had not received responses to their emails.  I was able to provide her 
with the names and contact information of people at Crown Publishing/Random 
House/Penguin most likely to be able to help.*  We wish them the best of luck.  It is an inspiring 
book for women all over the world. 

From Sharon Richardson in an email dated May 3, 2019: 

BEJL8301.MP4
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 In the last New Yorker (April 29, 2019), 
there's a wonderful article under 
Annals of Gastronomy entitled, 
"Kitchen Companion: Georgia's food 
renaissance and its forgotten 
muse".  Check it out - I can imagine you 
smiling and nodding as you read it!  
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MONGOLIA 

From our friend in Mongolia, Oyungerel Tsedevdamba, who recently presented for the Gates 
Foundation: 

On Apr 9, 2019, at 9:29 AM, Oyungerel Tsedevdamba <oyunlt@gmail.com> wrote: 

Dear Holly and Diane, 

I received this link from The Bill Gates foundation today, and I wanted to share it with you. Maybe you 
can share it with the other sisters.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1AG4aDRq5E&feature=youtu.be   

Love, Oyuna 

www.amazon.com/author/oyungerel 
www.greeneyedlama.mn 
www.oyungerel.org/myprofile.html 
 

And from Diane Dunning about Oyuna’s work: 

Oyuna writes about her work with her organization devoted to cleaner air and sanitary toilets: 

 [Our organization is] Local Solutions. We have started our training 
already and it is going very well. We established a routine to do air 
pollution training on Tuesdays and toilet training on Saturdays. 
During other days, I am invited to speak at many other events on 
both of those subjects.  I am living quite a busy life, somehow 
missing my time to promote our book.  
 
But just today, I opened a new facebook account to promote our 
book, and it 
is https://www.facebook.com/mongolian.literature.33. 
 

I want to accept only English-speaking friends who can help reach my target market. Could you 
please send your friend requests to this address?  I would like to have some 5000 active 
American, English friends. What do you think of the initial stage of this account?  

Love, Oyuna 

www.amazon.com/author/oyungerel 
www.greeneyedlama.mn 
www.oyungerel.org/myprofile.html 
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Diane Dunning sent Oyuna the following:   

“Green Eyed Lama should be listed in the “This Month In Mongolian Studies”!  Maybe get in 
touch with them for next month?” *  (“This Month In Mongolian Studies”, is the publication of 
the “American Center for Mongolian Studies".  info@mongoliacenter.org) 

Holly Jobe sent out the following announcement early in May 2019: * 

Dear Fellow Mongolia Delegates and current Delegation Board members, 

We recently heard that Oyungerel Tsedevdamba or Oyuna, our remarkable friend from 
Mongolia, has been nominated for the Asia Society’s Asia Game Changer Award by Jack 
Weatherford.  Attached is Dr. Weatherford’s original nomination along with supporting 
documentation he sent.  I suggested to Oyuna that members of our Delegation who met her 
may wish to send a letter to the Asia Society supporting her nomination for this award, and she 
was very grateful and enthusiastic.  Clearly, the more support we can provide, the better. 

Please send any letters of support to info.japan@asiasociety.org.  I am not sure when the 
deadline for nominations is, but it will not hurt to get letters in by next week.  The award will be 
presented in New York City in the fall.  Hopefully, we will be informed and can attend! 

Thank you for your attention to this and our hopes that this truly gifted, visionary will win this 
award. 

Best wishes, Holly 
________________ 

I know that some of the Delegates have written letters of support for Oyuna.  You will be 
amazed by Jack Weatherford’s nomination letter and Oyuna’s credentials which I copied below 
from Holly’s email.  Jack Weatherford is a retired professor and the author of Ghengis Khan and 
the Making of the Modern World and TheSecret History of the Mongol Queens. 

   

 

Holly Jobe recommends the YouTube videos and publications in the latest issue of the "American 
Center for Mongolian Studies" <info@mongoliacenter.org> 

 

  

CV Oyungerel.docx Nomination for 
Oyungerel.docx

Game changing 
activities.docx
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RWANDA  

Holly sends the latest Akilah newsletter:  (Akilah Institute Newsletter 
<comms@akilahinstitute.org>) 

FROM THE AKILAH BLOG: 
 
 Our Favorite Women and Sustainability 

Infographics  
A roundup of 4 favorite infographics showcasing the 
critical role women have to play in ensuring 
environmental and economic sustainability for the 
generations to come! 
Read more... 
 
 
 
 

 5 Sustainability Innovations from Africa 
Africa accounts for only 4% of global emissions but is 
the most vulnerable to climate change. Fortunately, 
Africa's innovators are leading the way with sustainable 
inventions. 
Read more... 
 
 
 
 

 Why we believe in Women Leaders 
At Akilah we don't just educate women, we educate 
them for leadership. But why the emphasis on female 
leadership? In this blog, we pull together all the 
research that shows women make better leaders! 
Read more... 
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MEMBER UPDATES 

Kelly Hayes-Raitt writes on April 17 at 2:31 PM:  

Very excited to be organizing a writer's retreat in Cape Town for next Feb. (2020).  Ten (10) days 
of instruction, private coaching, accountability and inspiration! Plus, cultural evenings such as a 
cooking class, wine tasting, and jazz night in The Crypt, the basement of the church where 
Desmond Tutu preached and hid blacks during Apartheid. Details here:  
jumpstartmybook.org 

Jump Start My Book | Writing Retreats with Kelly Hayes-Raitt 

Thanks for stopping by! I’m Kelly Hayes-Raitt, and my passion is helping people get their books 
out into the world. 

EDITOR’S SIGN-OFF 

It is such a delight to edit this newsletter.  It makes me feel like I am getting to know each of 
you a bit better.  I look forward to meeting and traveling with so many Delegates I have yet to 
meet where ever we next travel.  Thank you all again for the articles and updates you send.  The 
newsletter would not exist without your help.  Please continue to send me items, and please 
include any news about yourself that you would like to share.  

All my best wishes, Susan 
smccrawhelms@cox.net 
 
With thanks to Desi Lewis, our talented technical editor. 


