DELEGATION FOR FRIENDSHIP AMONG WOMEN
2025 Trip to Kosovo & Albania

SUMMARY

This was an amazing trip. We met with inspiring women and organizations.
We heard tragic stories of rape and all kinds of domestic violence but also
how NGOs and government officials have made great progress for gender
equality and fighting domestic violence with legislation though
implementation is still often lacking.

We also met with successful companies started by young women
entrepreneurs and also women making a difference in the art world and the
environment and a group of young women from varied careers.

We heard of so many NGOs who have been severely hampered by the end
of USAID funds, but they are brave and resilient.

Below describes some of the key messages we took from the meetings.
We feel there are opportunities to both mentor some of the groups and
certainly to proactively tell their story and provide the possibility of
individual or company donor funds.

KEY TAKEAWAYS from meetings & WAYS to help these women and
organizations

KOSOVO

1. Embassy of the United States of America — met with Sarabrynn
Hudgins, political-military officer and Raba Gjoshi, political advisor
Goals of this section:

- Training entrepreneurs with emphasis on technology, agriculture &
tourism

- Funding to match opportunities

- Business literacy for women

- Supporting women in public office

- Taking opportunities to write new (vs change) laws supporting
women



- Support for non-profits helping women who suffered wartime
sexual violence

- Recognition of domestic violence victims

- Support for women’s peace and security

All of USAID staff sent back to US. Have no money to give out. Will

have to see in 10 years how many organizations still exist

Felt we are helping by coming to visit and learn.

.

US Embassy in Pristina

. KOSOVO WOMEN’S NETWORK — met Adelina Berisha and Ariana

Qosaj. The executive director originally set up meeting with (Igo

Rogova) was on vacation. It is a network of 100+ diverse women'’s

rights organizations started in 1996 by women activists when under

occupation by Serbia. Women were expelled from schools and

women teachers weren'’t paid. Currently all funding from USAID was

stopped. They need money

- Every four years do a study. And make recommendations. 2008
was first nationwide research on women’s issues

- Do court monitoring and provide legal support with lawyers
engaged in child custody and alimony

- Inrural areas still segregate boys and girls and don’t have sexual
ed classes



- In healthcare if family has limited funds, husband and children get
priority and women abstain from care.

- Appreciate our role and that US helped free Kosovo but frightened
by Trump when says to let domestic violence in the family remain
in the family. They feel policies are going backwards in many
countries.

- Need a strategy to focus on the online aspect of domestic
violence.

- Social media exploiting young women. Need to implement
legislation

- Message is “Don’t give up. Be persistent for all women and each
other”

FOLLOWUP Adelina responded to thank you email and would like to

connect with US NGO we mentione that is studying brain injuries

from domestic violence

WOMEN

WHO BEHAVE
RARELY MAKE

HISTORY

Adelina Berisha and Ariana Quosaj with the
Delegation

. YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS — met with Rina Kadiri,

program director

Their goals are to

- Provide equal access to education

- Stop generationally transmitted hate

- Slow down the migration from Kosovo

- Increase reporting rate of gender based violence

- Have developed first masters program in human rights,
international criminal law and criminal injustice at University of
Pristina



- Launched the Children of War Museum with art, objects from
children traumatized by the war with Serbia. Struggling to keep it
open after loss of funds from USAID and others. Have to talk
about the past so it doesn’t repeat itself

- Do workshops, seminars, podcasts, internships with youth

FOLLOWUP =Have QR code for donations. Delegation can help by

publicizing their work and need for funds. One of the boy artists, Petrit

Halilaj, has now become quite famous. Had his sculpture displayed

on top of the Metropolitan Museum this summer and has just been

named the 2027 Nasher Prize laureate and large cash award
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THE FUTURE BEGINS

YIHR KS aims to inspire young
people to document and actively
engage in the prevention of
human rights abuses, advocate
for their inclusion, and build
partnerships for amplifying
voices and Promoting peace,
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Wall Plaque Rina Kadini, program director

4. AGENCY FOR GENDER EQUALITY - Office of the Prime Minister.
Met with Edi Gusia, executive director who later posted about the
Delegation and meeting with us
Mission has been
- Draft legislation fighting stereotypes.

- Promote gender law which is now part of the Constitution

- Provide training and work with victim defenders, police, media

- Develop comprehensive reports such as The Final Evaluation
Report of the Kosovo Program for Gender Equality 2020-2024

- Give money to shelters each year for survivors

- Provide scholarships for women in STEM



- Produce education on human rights and gender equality at
elementary level and sexual reproductive health. But been
pushback from conservatives

There are 1200-1500 cases a year of domestic violence. Survivors

get a small pension. But when marry a woman moves to husband’s

family home and they are critical (and worse) if she reports domestic
violence. Many don’t have economic means to move out and lack
child care. By law now property is 50/50. Women have right to

abortion up to 4 months and then need recommendation of a MD.

Maternity leave covered by employer for 9 months, then covered by

government for additional 3 months

FOLLOWUP - They provide good source of information and reports

for those in Delegation doing articles or giving lectures.

THE FINAL EVALUATION REPORT OF THE
KOSOVO PROGRAM FOR GENDER EQUALITY
2020-2024

Edi Gusia, executive director Report prepared for the Prime Minister

5. SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP KOSOVO (Green Wings Project)
met with Indira Kartllozi, founder — executive director, and Wayne Visser
Founded in 2024 with the collaborative Green Wings Project in
response to deforestation due to development in Kosovo and climate
change
- Done successful measurement of forest loss using drone
technology and independent validation
- Developed a reforestation program including using “seed bombs”
dropped by drones



- Gained community support with over 500 volunteers, financial
buy-in and “Do not take the mountain” campaign. Provide youth
volunteers hope

- Replanted 6 hectares in 2004 with 14,250 seed bombs. In 2025
planted 25,000 seed bombs so far over 10 hectares

- Published a report. Funding a challenge. USAID was a main
source but stopped

FOLLOWUP -Delegation members can help by

- Connecting with media about what a poor country can do for the
planet and humanity

- Help introduce possible funding sources e.g. Weyerhaeuser

- Indira and Wayne are both available for guest lecturing, workshops

and training (including in the US)

Staff making seed bombs

. JAHJAGA FOUNDATION — met with Atifete Jahjaga founder of the
foundation and former President of Kosovo (1% woman president and
youngest head of state in Europe at the time). She had been
subjected to two beatings by a former regime and decided to join the
military to change mindset of women in uniform. Was youngest
female General in the world at 30 and became a 5-star General at 34
The Foundation focuses on

- Assisting women victims of violence and economic empowerment

- Expanding alliances and friendships. Not about exclusion but
inclusion, collaboration, cooperation



- Has a magazine ZA about stories of survivors. Message is “we must

forgive to move forward”

- Incredible Museum of Survivors of Sexual Violence during the war in

Kosovo that brings moments of reflection to recognize their pain,

stand with them. 20,000 women were raped even girls from ages of 5

and older

Message to us and US

- Women need to stick together

- Education is the key thing and tell young women to be positive

- They urge that US needs to continue to support Kosovo. “US is the
guarantor of peace in the region”

Arifete Jahjaga, founder of the Foundation and former president of Kosovo (back row
center in white) with the Delegation



. OPEN DATA — met with Blerta Thaci, founder and executive director
as well as co-founder and architect, Rrita Kalaveshi. Difficult being
women entrepreneurs in the technology sector

Design, develop and support custom data collection software for
government use. Have an all women team

Like to expand to work with the private sector as well

Developed a “Walk Freely” app. Looked at areas that not so safe.
App could work anywhere

Promote women in technology and empowering the next
generation

Launched a separate company, Zen Ven with 2 locations and 100
desks that people can rent out and use 24/7. May have opportunity
to franchise it.

Building @pen Bata Kosova

Blerta Thci founder and executive director



8. WOMEN OF KRUSHA — met with Fahrije Hoti, founder of a
Cooperative composed of local women who banded together after the
war with Serbia and have developed a successful business based on
producing Ajvar, a pepper relish, that is exported throughout Europe
and beyond. Fahrije was honored and a documentary Hive about her
won the Sundance film festival award. They now have 42 different
products including pickled peppers and pumpkin jam. The Serbs took
all the men in the village including her husband. She has never been
able to locate his remains. She is a motivation for women like herself
who suffered so much
Takeaways:

- Resiliency and persistence

- Creativity and teamwork

- Vision

- Challenge is that youth are leaving and that products are
dependent on fresh produce grown locally, made by hand and
labor intensive

FOLLOWUP - Hope is that this story can be shared beyond what has

already occurred

Fahrije Hoti, founder of the cooperative Women preparing red peppers for Ajvar
and her nephew

9. HOUSING CENTER FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN — met with
Jubilea Kabshi, owner, executive director. Originally housed in a
fortress where victims of domestic violence couldn’t be found. Help
women and their children. Also work with trafficking victims. Give
“time, love, protection” and work with the medical system. Only 10
shelters in Kosovo. Take all victims be they from Serbia, Russia,



Bosnia, Romania etc. Try to get them jobs and a permanent place to

live. Unfortunately, most go back to their husbands. Sometimes come

back a second time

- Provide clothes, hygiene, food and look for donations

- Can house 20 at a time. The municipality have given them the
house

FOLLOWUP - We can help by promoting what they are doing and

providing donor details
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Jubilea Kabshi, owner, executive director and her assistant

ALBANIA
1. GENDER ALLIANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT CENTER (GADC) — met
with Mirela Argimandriti, executive director, as well as Esmeralda
Hoxha and Besjan Hysa who are program managers. Their mission is
to empower including working on labor rights and economic issues
Key takeaways



- Have a handicraft sector (soaps, embroidered purses and jewelry,
curtains) that builds employment for women who can work from
home. They teach them business skills — financial, marketing —
and helping them access to markets. Funding is all public vs
private due to concerns about corruption, money laundering

- Involved in lobbying for legislation. Have strong relationships with
women in parliament

- Do special programs fighting domestic violence and help support
victims get jobs. One project was to identify what happens when a
woman reports violence. Many doctors recognize victim violence
but don'’t report particularly ophthalmologists when a woman has
been hit in the eye. They'd like to change the laws so MDs could
lose their license if don’t report domestic violence. Say 1 in 2
women once in their life will be abused physically, emotionally or
economically

- Also have teen program as boys don’t pay attention to respecting
women. Have videos

- Feel they are successful because they collaborate, are
transparent, support marginalized groups and as a result are
trusted by the government

FOLLOWUP — in email response to our thank you Mirela asked that,

Carolyn share how health practitioners are responsible for reporting

in the US. And that Barbara connect them to a US NGO doing

research in brain injuries from domestic violence. She also suggested

a virtual meeting to share more knowledge.




Mirela Argimandriti, executive director Items that women make for sale to earn money
2. AWEN - ALBANIAN WOMEN EMPOWERMENT NETWORK — met

with Ines Leskaj, executive director. AWEN is a network of 10

women’s rights organizations. Most funding from international

supporters. Unfortunately received stop work order from US

Embassy. Feel women’s rights organizations are being harassed in

local media

Mission:

- Provide services to women and girls in need including grants to
shelters for victims of trafficking and gender violence. Albania used
to be place where girls were trafficked. Now it is a destination, and
many come from Asia
Do work as a watchdog, evaluating and advocating for human
rights. Have the expertise but need the state to provide the
services
Need training of police and the judicial system
Prepare training modules in schools and have local coordinators
(women & girls) who bring young people together. Use leaflets,
videos, booklets, set of cards
Provide consultation and feedback on national affairs
Cyber violence a new focus. Most get cell phones in 6" grade.
Parents especially in rural areas don’t know how to navigate safely
online

Prindér, mésues;
kujdestare




AWEN produces training modules using leaflets, booklets, and sets of cards

3. TIRANA ART LEAGUE — met with Adela Demetja, director. They
curate exhibitions with other organizations. She has long been
dedicated to promoting female artists. Adela has just been voted in as
the Director of the National Gallery of Art (and first woman). The
Mayor of Tirana, an artist himself, is now Prime Minister and supports
the art world including showcasing art in Tirana in outdoor places
replacing the “grey” of communist era. Contemporary Art didn’t have
much history here and was not a field many women pursued. In 2016
she was invited to curate at an art fair in Vienna and presented 3
Albanian artists
— Women artists were not documented. Needed to archive their work.
Now have one of the biggest archives profiling 600 women from
Slovenia, Ukraine, Serbia, Belarus etc




Adela Demetja, director

. UNITED STATES EMBASSY IN ALBANIA — met with Amelia Hintzen,

political officer. While the embassy was built in 1917 it was then

occupied by the lItalians during the Communism era before the US

took it back. Feels they have a great relationship with the Albanian

government. She focuses on human rights, religious freedom,

trafficking and internal issues. Hoping that the process for Albania to

join the EU will start with formal registration in several years

- Prime Minister wants to see women’s role continue. His new
cabinet is 50% women

- Women from Latin America often trafficked here for sex

- Cyber security been a target due to Iranian dissident groups

- Crime is extremely low. Groups do bring in cocaine to the rural
areas

- STEP does inform US citizens traveling of any protests

- The USAID presence has been closed. All funding is under review
and reprioritization. Funding for women’s rights has been cut, no
reduction in public affairs staff at present. Waiting for new budget
but defense is the priority. NGOs aren’t funded but projects are

- US government did support examination of judges to clean up the
system and 50% left

- Money laundering is a concern

- There isn’t ballot stuffing in elections but pressure applied to get
votes and sometimes vote buying

- They do events with the Interfaith Council and the Albanian
government is working on a museum of Jewish history. 50% of
people are Muslims, 20% Orthodox Catholics

FOLLOWUP - The Delegation could create mentorship with the

women’s groups we met with



Outside in Tirana

. TIMAK — met with Arjeta Puca, founder and CEO. It was established
in 2016 as a machinery and superstructure company and has
delivered products in over 20 countries. 70% of employees are
women. Started with 2 employees, now have 20. It's main production
line focuses on repurposing to produce police cars and ambulances.
It now produces military vehicles as well due to a need for protected
military ambulances including those in Ukraine

Special projects included 80 ambulances for Ukraine and 20 for
Israel

Working with government to test vehicles for defense. New
government project will be 80% Timak and 20% government
owned. Need 150 people and a building will be provided by
government

Started with a 50/50 investor but lost that during Covid. Now have
a US investor who owns 49%. Funding difficult to get

Works with women interns. Works with universities

NATO has reached out to them to work together.

A goal is the electric bus market

Thinking might file an IPO to be on stock exchange in a few years

FOLLOWUP which they have said want in response to our thank you
email

Darlene to connect them with PMPA and international group of
companies as well as arrange tours of manufacturing companies
in US

Ceci and Barbara will with with marketing and public relations



.

FALEMINDERIT!
THANK YOU!

Arjeta Puca, founder and CEO Delegation vehicle they have built

6.

COUNSELING LINE FOR WOMEN & GIRLS — met with Iris Luarasi,
executive director, and Sindi Shahu, program assistant. Iris was just
elected to Parliament as Minister of...(?)

Started after fall of Communism and created a phone line. Trained
counselors and teachers

Drafted a law for domestic violence and obtained 20,000
signatures. Approved in 2006 and while initially in 5 municipalities,
now in all

Started registry for sex offenders

Still need to educate to change beliefs that women must be
obedient to husband, brothers and the husband'’s family. Comes
with a paternalistic society

Work with healthcare to identify and report domestic violence and
prosecutors. Many turn a blind eye, fear repercussions from
husband and his family plus doctors are very overworked
Expanded to work with perpetrators and young boys in schools.
And have had some success in their recognition of sexual
violence. Some cases of self referral and enrolling in programs of
16 to 30 sessions

Expanded to prisons, those on probation and in rehab centers
Started work about violent extremism in 2010 (450 Albanians had
joined ISIS)

New initiative on internet violence and drafting a law to bring to
Parliament. Have measured hate speech against women

Form that doctors have to fill out to report domestic violence is 14
pages — working with ministry to shorten



- Also have manuals.
- reated program with bullies and MCHO boys. Some are now even
collaborators with the Center

Iris Luarasi, executive director and recently elected to Parliament (in back row in white
blouse)

7. YOUNG PROFESSIONAL WOMEN MEETING - invited a group of
professional women in their late 30s — early 40s to join us at the hotel
after work. Included were an architect, a political scientist/ researcher,
a General Practitioner, a professor and founder of the WeWomen
platform, a senior HR professional, a ventriloquist who is also an
actress and public speaker trainer, a well-known figure in fashion, TV
and radio host, and a journalist
Some of things discussed:

- An erosion of young people who have left Albania for higher paid
jobs and can’t afford to come back

- Feel lot of men who spend time in bars not working

- These women seem to support each other incredibly well. We felt
that was empowering

FOLLOWUP - There has been some individual follow up and looking

for ways to stay in touch



Delegates moved around every 10 minutes so as to share experiences and

obstacles that professional women face in every country

8. ASSOCIATION FOR GENDER, PEACE & SECURITY — met in
Durres with Bajana Cevili and Jacqueline. An NGOE supporting
victims of domestic violence and those that are of risk

Goals raise awareness, support women and girls with services,
protection and empowerment

Help violence survivors with economic reintegration and startups
Offer courses in embroidery. Participate in fairs and sell their
goods along the beach to tourists

Contribute to the Albania’s Women, Peach & Security National
Policy



Met with five women to see their work and purchase their products.
Great gratitude from the women

- UIE T e

Bajana Ceuvili, director

9. FORMER MINISTER OF LABOR & SOCIAL AFFAIRS — met with
Valentina Leskaj, former deputy speaker of Parliament and former
minister of labor and social affairs for 15 years. She played an
important role during the process of the Albanian Integration into
NATO. She has held many other top commissions. She has also
been active in academia and one of the founders of Civil Society in
Albania authoring publications on politics, human rights and gender.
Valentina is also vice president of UNESCO Cener for Women and



Peace in the Balkan countries. She was close friends with Madeline
Albright
Takeaways:

Think globally, act locally

40% of Parliament are now women but it's more than numbers.
Need quality women leading. Push politicians to do their job

Fight against hate. She has a new book out with one chapter
devoted to hate speech. (She is an advisory board member of
combating Anti-Semitism Movement)

Support women — women are less corrupt. Startups by women in
Albania are 37% vs 16% in Europe

Help local NGOs, not think tanks but rather the grass root
organizations. Too many NGOs are donor driven instead of based
on country needs.

Keep in touch with women leaders and exchange ideas

Domestic violence is not a police issue. It's a social issue and first
thing to solve is women’s empowerment. Problem is not the law
but Rule of Law and implementation. Women don’t know their




Xalentina Leskaj, former deputy speaker of Parliament in Albania and Minister of Labor
and Social Affairs



